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A superb reference for anyone interested in the world's tropical flora.

Accessing detailed and accurate information on tropical plants is not always easy,
yet there is a huge interest in the beautiful and fascinating flora from the tropical
regions of the world. This book is the most comprehensive survey of tropical
plants in a single publication to date.

Encyclopedia of Tropical Plants brings together over 3,000 species of tropical
plants selected to reflect the major plant groups in the tropics all over the world.
It uses the most up-to-date nomenclature and systematics and arranges the
species in family order, rather than by the usual alphabetical genus name, which
makes identification and comparison of similar plants easier. Species descriptions
include the plant's leaves, flowers, stems and fruit, as well as its native habitat,
distribution, blooming season and zone. Full-color photographs illustrate the
major features of the plants described.

Encyclopedia of Tropical Plants is an up-to-date, comprehensive and
authoritative reference for botanists, horticulturists, professional growers and
tropical plant enthusiasts.
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comprehensive survey of tropical plants in a single publication to date.

Encyclopedia of Tropical Plants brings together over 3,000 species of tropical plants selected to reflect the
major plant groups in the tropics all over the world. It uses the most up-to-date nomenclature and systematics
and arranges the species in family order, rather than by the usual alphabetical genus name, which makes
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Densely packed with botanical descriptions, this book is an excellent look at the characteristics of the many
tropical and subtropical species that avail themselves to horticultural propagation and enjoyment. It is among
the first books to group species by the latest phylogenetic categories based on cytogenetic study of the
included groups and species. Users may approach information about a species through the common name or
botanical indexes. A typical entry includes the number of genera and species in a higher phylogenetic group.
Common names, general shape, flower characteristics, and other information—including distribution,
habitat, and hardiness zones—are succinctly summarized. Example species of the group are also botanically
described. Each page has several high-quality documentary photographs of representative species from the
groups on that or an adjoining page. An extensive glossary defines the descriptive terms used in the entries.
The “References” section is a bibliography of the classification works used in preparing this volume. The
audience for this reference work falls somewhere between the plant enthusiast and the botanist. It is
reasonably priced and will fit well into any library’s general botanical collection, especially those lacking
information about tropical plants. --Linda Scarth

Review
This book is an excellent look at the characteristics of the many tropical and subtropical species that avail
themselves to horticultural propagation and enjoyment. It is among the first books to group species by the
latest phylogenetic categories based on cytogenetic study of the included groups and species.... The audience
for this reference work falls somewhere between the plant enthusiast and the botanist. It is reasonably priced
and will fit well into any library's general botanical collection. (Linda Scarth Booklist 2011-12-15)

Best Reference Books 2011 (Neil Pond Library Journal 2012-01-01)

One expects great photography in a Firefly title, but more than 3000 color photos in one book--yowza! Fayaz
presents in this decade-long labor of love the fruit of his lifelong interest in tropical flora... This is likely to
become the standard guide for tropical plants. Essential for botany and horticulture students, growers, and
researchers. (Teresa R. Faust, Vermont Dept. of Libraries Library Journal Starred Reviews 2011-11-15)

A huge instant classic. It arranges the species in family order (called phylogenetic), rather than by the usual
alphabetical genus name. This is unique in a book so large and makes identification and comparison of
similar plants much easier. (Clear Englebert West Hawaii Today 2011-12-20)

This encyclopedia will become the standard reference book on tropical plants. The research for this volume
was a mammoth task, using the latest nomenclature and plant systematics to develop a comprehensive and
useful text. The plants are arranged according to evolutionary order, rather than alphabetically by generic
name, so that the identification and comparison of similar plants is easier. Thousands of color photographs
help to illustrate the major features of the plants described. (Adele Kleine Chicago Botanic Garden 2012-03-
01)

The pictures in this most recent guide to tropical plants are jaw dropping. Just as anyone can be
overwhelmed with the beauty of a tropical forest or garden, the reader is overwhelmed with the gorgeous
pictures in this book.... What makes this book especially useful and timely is the arrangement of the
plants...by the 2009 Angiosperm Phylogeny Group III.... The description of each plant is what a serious plant
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scientist expects, yet it is also useful for the layperson... The glossary and indexes for both common and
scientific names are extensive and thorough. This work is highly recommended for public and academic
libraries. (Georgia Briscoe American Reference Books Annual 2012 2012-04-01)

Fayaz is a collector and grower of tropical plants whose work has taken him from the Maldives mangroves to
the orchids of Sri Lanka. Ten years of exploration have resulted in the most comprehensive volume on
tropical plants to date, describing more than 3000 species from all of the major groups from mosses, ferns,
and nonflowering gymnosperms to spectacular flowering angiosperms that make up 80 percent of all extant
plant species on Earth. More than 3000 color photographs aid identification. Simply spectacular. (Brian E.
Coutts and Cheryl LaGuardia Best Reference 2011, Library Journal 2012-02-28)

About the Author
Ahmed Fayaz has been a collector and grower of tropical plants for over 25 years. He is the co-founder and
president of the Maldivian Wildlife Society and has a doctorate in Plant Systematics from Massey
University, New Zealand.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Denise Dennis:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Encyclopedia of Tropical Plants: Identification and Cultivation of Over 3000
Tropical Plants as your daily resource information.

Kent Dennis:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Encyclopedia of Tropical Plants: Identification and Cultivation of Over
3000 Tropical Plants why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jeffery Harman:

This Encyclopedia of Tropical Plants: Identification and Cultivation of Over 3000 Tropical Plants is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage
word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core



information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Encyclopedia of Tropical Plants: Identification and
Cultivation of Over 3000 Tropical Plants in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right
but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt that will?

Jeffry Yanez:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is Encyclopedia of Tropical Plants: Identification and
Cultivation of Over 3000 Tropical Plants. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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