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International development is big business. Official global aid flows from North to
South are over $100 billion annually. China and India, former aid recipients, are
rapidly entering the field as aid providers themselves, and international charity is
being redefined with the resources of private donors like the Gates Foundation,
for example, outstripping the annual budget of long-time donors like the UK,
Canada or the World Health Organization.

Lacking in the literature on international development is an introductory text that
provides an overview of the practices of the “business” of development. How the
Aid Industry Works provides a basic description of what aid practices are and
how they evolved. The arguments of both proponents and opponents of aid are
presented and analyzed, along with real-life examples of projects and programs
in context. Ideal for undergraduate and graduate students encountering the
subject of development for the first time, the book also serves as an overview for
development practitioners who want a handy reference covering the universe
they inhabit.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A social policy specialist with extensive academic and practitioner experience in the aid area, de Haan has a
real talent for encapsulating large and complex topics in the span of a few pages and therefore manages to
achieve near-comprehensive treatment within the covers of a modest-sized book. He is scrupulous in
presenting all sides of an argument and succeeds in his desire to be as ‘neutral’ as possible on the many
controversies surrounding the subject."

“In a field dominated by one-sided pro- or anti-aid polemics, Arjan de Haan adds some much-needed
substance by setting out the nuts and bolts of how aid actually works. Although a practitioner himself, he
summarizes the pitfalls and failures of aid as well as its successes. For any student considering a career in the
aid industry, or merely writing an essay on it, this combination of literature review, analysis and hands-on
experience provides an invaluable introduction.”

“In a field littered with hyper-optimism and hyper-pessimism about aid as a weapon to end global poverty,
this is a much welcome volume that goes beyond ‘whether’ aid works to help understand ‘how’ the aid
industry works. Written by an insider, it tells us the complex realities of the development challenge and what
external inputs can contribute as well as the perverse impacts they may have. These are insights that are
essential to going beyond ‘whether’ aid works to how it can be made to work. This is a must read before
anyone forms an opinion."

About the Author
Arjan de Haan has worked for the UK Department for International Development since 1998. He was social
development adviser at DFID’s headquarters in London, and in the programmes in India and China. During
this period, he wrote on social policy and social protection, the role of migration in development, and social
exclusion. During 2005-6 at the University of Guelph, he taught undergraduate courses in International
Development, focusing on current aid practices. In April 2009, he joined the Institute of Social Social
Studies in The Hague as Senior Lecturer, Social Policy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

Often the book How the Aid Industry Works: An Introduction to International Development will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book How the Aid Industry Works:
An Introduction to International Development is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Rene Pina:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make



someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is How the Aid Industry Works: An Introduction to International Development this
reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suited all of you.

Alma Hillyer:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication How the Aid Industry Works: An Introduction to International Development
was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this How the Aid
Industry Works: An Introduction to International Development.
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