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A master of the short story form, Muhammad Zafzaf is one of Morocco's greatest
narrative writers. This anthology, the first collection of hiswork trandated into
English, isatribute to the remarkable influence he exerted on an entire
generation of Moroccan storytellers.

Zafzaf's stories are set within a variety of contexts, each portraying adice of life,
asimple struggle for survival in achallenging world that is changing at arapid
pace. Narrative time is reduced to a single glimpse in these stories, full of irony,
sarcasm, and sympathy. He covers all aspects of Moroccan life, from remote
rural villages to modern cities. The storiesin this collection explore the various
myths, beliefs, and traditions that operate within Moroccan culture, questioning
them from a distance in an easy, conversational manner that is the hallmark of
Zafzaf's style.
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A master of the short story form, Muhammad Zafzaf is one of Morocco's greatest narrative writers. This
anthology, thefirst collection of hiswork trandated into English, is atribute to the remarkable influence he
exerted on an entire generation of Moroccan storytellers.

Zafzaf's stories are set within avariety of contexts, each portraying a slice of life, asimple struggle for
survival in achallenging world that is changing at arapid pace. Narrative time is reduced to a single glimpse
in these stories, full of irony, sarcasm, and sympathy. He covers all aspects of Moroccan life, from remote
rural villages to modern cities. The storiesin this collection explore the various myths, beliefs, and traditions
that operate within Moroccan culture, questioning them from a distance in an easy, conversational manner
that isthe hallmark of Zafzaf's style.
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Editorial Review

Review

The trandation remains faithful to the original while at the same time it preserves acertain local color, an
accent of sortsthat conveys the Moroccan flavors of the stories. This anthology helpsto fill ahuge gap in the
library of Arabic literature in trandlation. (William Granara Center for Middle Eastern Sudies, Harvard
University)

The stories provide key insights and commentary on socia and cultural transformationsin the modern
Moroccan scene and offer profound reflections on the human condition. They reflect Zafzaf's concern with
many issues that are still poignantly current today, such as: how individuals struggle to survive, how they
cope with social marginalization and disillusionment, and how one can navigate identity in aworld of often
conflicting and paradoxical realities. (Ahmed Idrissi Alami Purdue University)

About the Author

Muhammad Zafzaf (1945-2001) was one of the most prominent writers of the Maghreb. The author of
dozens of novels and short stories, Zafzaf was celebrated for his innovative, modernist, and aesthetic
literature rooted in the detailed daily anxieties of the ordinary Moroccan.

Mbarek Sryfi isalecturer at the University of Pennsylvania and an adjunct assistant professor at Mercer
County Community College in New Jersey. His trand ations have appeared in CELAAN, Metamorphos,
World Literature Today, and Banipal.

Roger Allen is Sascha Jane Patterson Harvie Professor of Social Thought and Comparative Ethics, School of
Arts and Sciences, and professor emeritus of Arabic and comparative literature at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Wanda Woods;

Reading a book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Monarch of the Square: An Anthology of Muhammad Zafzaf’ s Short Stories (Middle East Literature In
Trandation), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Y our
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.



Babby House:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays awaystry to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Monarch
of the Square: An Anthology of Muhammad Zafzaf’ s Short Stories (Middle East Literature In Tranglation).

Barbara Bdl:

This Monarch of the Square: An Anthology of Muhammad Zafzaf’ s Short Stories (Middle East Literature In
Trandation) is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else
aways deal with world and till have to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book revea it data
accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Monarch of the Square: An
Anthology of Muhammad Zafzaf’ s Short Stories (Middle East Literature In Tranglation) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So, thisis certainly
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Michelle Seidl:

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of the booksin the top record
in your reading list will be Monarch of the Square: An Anthology of Muhammad Zafzaf’ s Short Stories
(Middle East Literature In Translation). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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