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Political debates are an important facet of modern election campaigns. How
politicians frame an argument, how the audience perceives it, and how the media
decides to display it are key components in analyzing the outcome of a political
debate, and ultimately, an election. Drawing mainly on the functional theory of
political campaign discourse, William L. Benoit examines a wide variety of
debates not only in the United States but across the globe. Because each phase of
election offers new challenges, specific attention is paid to how primary versus
general and incumbency influence the content of political leaders’ debate
practices. Specifically, the book delves into the history and nature of debates in
various United States elections, including presidential, vice presidential,
senatorial, gubernatorial, and mayoral candidates. Also examined are debates
ranging from the United Kingdom to South Korea to Australia. Benoit also
employs the issues ownership theory and functional federalism theory as a deeper
part of the analysis. This book offers a critical examination and comprehensive
overview of election debate theory.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is a must read for political communication scholars. It is rare to be offered a systematic, multi-
faceted, and theoretically-driven analysis of a single election component. Benoit's content analysis of United
States debates (presidential and non-presidential), as well as political debates conducted across the globe, is
unrivaled. (Lance Holbert, University of South Carolina)

Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character presents theory and research on
political leaders debates. Election debates in the U.S. (presidential primary, presidential general, vice
presidential, senate, gubernatorial, and mayoral debates) and around the world (e.g., Germany, Israel, UK,
South Korea, Taiwan, France) are explored. News coverage of debates is also examined.

About the Author
William L. Benoit is a professor of communication studies at Ohio University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Scott:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Political Election Debates:
Informing Voters about Policy and Character. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Nancy Wiersma:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know which you should start with. This Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and
Character is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

James Kline:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Political Election Debates: Informing
Voters about Policy and Character book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you,



leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty
Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character as good book not only by the cover
but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Carolyn Lew:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Political Election Debates: Informing Voters
about Policy and Character was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Political
Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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