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The Book of Martyrs by John Foxe written in the 16th century has long been the
go-to source for studying the lives and martyrdom of the apostles. Whilst other
scholars have written individual treatments on the more prominent apostles such
as Peter, Paul, John, and James, there is little published information on the other
apostles. In The Fate of the Apostles, Sean McDowell offers a comprehensive,
reasoned, historical analysis of the fate of the twelve disciples of Jesus along with
the apostles Paul, and James. McDowell assesses the evidence for each apostle’s
martyrdom as well as determining its significance to the reliability of their
testimony. The question of the fate of the apostles also gets to the heart of the
reliability of the kerygma: did the apostles really believe Jesus appeared to them
after his death, or did they fabricate the entire story? How reliable are the
resurrection accounts? The willingness of the apostles to die for their faith is a
popular argument in resurrection studies and McDowell offers insightful
scholarly analysis of this argument to break new ground within the spheres of
New Testament studies, Church History, and apologetics.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Jesus forewarned his disciples of the persecution they would face. So, it's not surprising to find stories of
their martyrdom peppered throughout Church history. Many of these stories are late and unbelievable, at
least in their entirety. So, what can we know about the fates of the apostles? As far as I'm aware, there has
never been a thorough and careful historical investigation that provides an answer to this important question
- until now... [A] welcome volume for scholars and laypeople alike. This book is an enjoyable read and
provides a wealth of knowledge.'
Michael Licona, Houston Baptist University, USA

'A much needed correction to excesses on both sides of the debate: those who uncritically pass on pious
legends about early Christian suffering and martyrdom and those who adopt radical revisionist approaches to
history and sources and deny or relativize the evidence, in order to claim that martyrdom and persecution
were not widespread in the Roman Empire or were not significantly different from the martyrdoms
experienced by other people. Readers of Professor McDowell's book will appreciate his careful method and
exacting use of historical sources, as well as his balanced and fair assessment of both ancient evidence and
modern scholarly discussion. His conclusion that several of Jesus' original followers suffered martyrdom
because of their belief in Jesus, based on their first-hand experience of his resurrection, is wholly persuasive.'
Craig A. Evans, Acadia Divinity College, USA

'While the New Testament tells us frustratingly little about what happened to the apostles, later traditions
abound. The value of McDowell's book lies in the fact that he not only collects these traditions from a wide
range of literature and localities, but also assesses them critically with the use of a scale of degrees of
historical probability. This makes his assessments more nuanced and discriminating than is often the case in
judgments of historicity. In particular cases, some readers will no doubt think him too credulous, in others
too sceptical, but all will benefit from his discussions. The book fills a major gap in the literature about early
Christianity.' --Richard Bauckham, University of St Andrews, UK

About the Author
Sean McDowell is an assistant professor of Christian Apologetics at Biola University. He has two Masters
Degrees in Theology and Philosophy from Talbot Theological Seminary and earned his Ph.D. in Apologetics
and Worldview Studies from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is an internationally recognized
speaker, best-selling author, and was 'Educator of the Year' for his hometown, San Juan Capistrano, in 2008.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe



exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Fate of the Apostles: Examining the Martyrdom Accounts
of the Closest Followers of Jesus.

Stephen Ziegler:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Fate of the Apostles: Examining the
Martyrdom Accounts of the Closest Followers of Jesus it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Holly Murphy:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Fate of the Apostles: Examining the Martyrdom Accounts of the Closest Followers of Jesus your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The The Fate of the Apostles: Examining the
Martyrdom Accounts of the Closest Followers of Jesus giving you one more experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Ella McCoy:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Fate of the Apostles: Examining
the Martyrdom Accounts of the Closest Followers of Jesus or maybe others sources were given know-how
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge.
In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Fate of the Apostles: Examining the
Martyrdom Accounts of the Closest Followers of Jesus to make your spare time more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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