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From its origins Islam has been an expansionist religion, understanding itself as a
matter of faith to be in a permanent state of war with the non-Muslim world.
After the initial consolidation of the Islamic caliphate, however, it soon became
apparent that constant military hostilities could not be sustained and that other
forms of relationship with non-Muslim nations would be necessary. To reconcile
the imperatives of faith with the limits of military power, Islamic scholars
developed elaborate legal doctrines. In the second century of the Muslim era
(eighth century C.E.), hundreds of years before the codification of international
law in Europe by Grotius and others, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani, an
eminent jurist of the Hanafite school in present-day Iraq, wrote the first major
Islamic treatise on the law of nations, Kitab al-Siyar al-Kabir. Translated with an
extensive commentary by Majid Khadduri, Shaybani's Siyar describes in detail
conditions for war (jihad) and for peace, principles for the conduct of military
action and of diplomacy, and rules for the treatment of non-Muslims in Muslim
lands. A foundational text of the leading school of law in Sunni Islam, it provides
essential insights into relations between Islamic nations and the larger world
from their earliest days up to the present.
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permanent state of war with the non-Muslim world. After the initial consolidation of the Islamic caliphate,
however, it soon became apparent that constant military hostilities could not be sustained and that other
forms of relationship with non-Muslim nations would be necessary. To reconcile the imperatives of faith
with the limits of military power, Islamic scholars developed elaborate legal doctrines. In the second century
of the Muslim era (eighth century C.E.), hundreds of years before the codification of international law in
Europe by Grotius and others, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani, an eminent jurist of the Hanafite school
in present-day Iraq, wrote the first major Islamic treatise on the law of nations, Kitab al-Siyar al-Kabir.
Translated with an extensive commentary by Majid Khadduri, Shaybani's Siyar describes in detail conditions
for war (jihad) and for peace, principles for the conduct of military action and of diplomacy, and rules for the
treatment of non-Muslims in Muslim lands. A foundational text of the leading school of law in Sunni Islam,
it provides essential insights into relations between Islamic nations and the larger world from their earliest
days up to the present.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Majid Khadduri  is Professor Emeritus of the School of Advanced International Studies of the Johns
Hopkins University. Before coming to the United States in 1947 he served in the government of Iraq and, as
a member of the Delegation of Iraq, participated in the San Francisco Conference which prepared the United
Nations Charter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Riley:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually The Islamic Law of Nations: Shaybani's Siyar.

Todd Pfeifer:

Beside that The Islamic Law of Nations: Shaybani's Siyar in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have The Islamic Law of Nations: Shaybani's Siyar because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Thomas Brown:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is The Islamic Law of Nations: Shaybani's Siyar. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
guide you can get many advantages.



Ronald Dotson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Islamic Law of Nations: Shaybani's Siyar
was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Islamic Law of Nations:
Shaybani's Siyar has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading this.
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