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Eric Coates (1886-1957) is perhaps the most familiar name associated with
British light music. Sir Charles Groves said that 'his music crackled with
enthusiasm and vitality. He could write tunes and clothe them in the most
attractive musical colours'. Coates won a scholarship to the Royal Academy of
Music, and from 1912 to 1919 he was principal viola of the Queen's Hall
Orchestra under Sir Henry Wood. He also played under such conductors as Elgar,
Delius, Richard Strauss, Debussy, and Beecham. It was, however, as a composer
of orchestral music that he found his greatest success. Beginning with the
Miniature Suite, written for the 1911 Promenade Concerts, he forged an enviable
reputation as a composer. By the 1920s and 1930s, he was one of the most
popular and highest-paid British composers, with a string of popular works
flowing from his pen. Coates' music has become indelibly entwined with such
popular radio programmes as the BBC's In Town Tonight, which was introduced
by the 'Knightsbridge' March and Desert Island Discs whose signature tune for
the past forty years has been By the Sleepy Lagoon. Perhaps his most memorable
work was his march for the Dam Busters film. Michael Payne traces the changing
fortunes of the career of the man who composed some of Britain's best-known
music. In many ways, Coates' story is the story of British light music, and
Payne's study offers a fascinating insight into the heyday and decline of the
British light music tradition.
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Eric Coates (1886-1957) is perhaps the most familiar name associated with British light music. Sir Charles
Groves said that 'his music crackled with enthusiasm and vitality. He could write tunes and clothe them in
the most attractive musical colours'. Coates won a scholarship to the Royal Academy of Music, and from
1912 to 1919 he was principal viola of the Queen's Hall Orchestra under Sir Henry Wood. He also played
under such conductors as Elgar, Delius, Richard Strauss, Debussy, and Beecham. It was, however, as a
composer of orchestral music that he found his greatest success. Beginning with the Miniature Suite, written
for the 1911 Promenade Concerts, he forged an enviable reputation as a composer. By the 1920s and 1930s,
he was one of the most popular and highest-paid British composers, with a string of popular works flowing
from his pen. Coates' music has become indelibly entwined with such popular radio programmes as the
BBC's In Town Tonight, which was introduced by the 'Knightsbridge' March and Desert Island Discs whose
signature tune for the past forty years has been By the Sleepy Lagoon. Perhaps his most memorable work
was his march for the Dam Busters film. Michael Payne traces the changing fortunes of the career of the man
who composed some of Britain's best-known music. In many ways, Coates' story is the story of British light
music, and Payne's study offers a fascinating insight into the heyday and decline of the British light music
tradition.
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Editorial Review

Review
'A thoroughly enjoyable, and meticulously researched, book.' Journal into Melody 'At last, here is a scholarly
biography of a person widely regarded as the leading figure in British light music... There is some diligent
research into Coates' dealings with the BBC. In fact, the book as a whole contains a wealth of admirably
detailed and informative footnotes. Michael Payne makes a strong case for Coates' pre-eminence in the field
of light music, carefully helping the reader to recognize the high standards Coates achieved in his
compositions... The author has done excellent service to the cause of British light music by this research, and
his book will be valued as much by those who take light music lightly as those who take it seriously.' North
American British Music Studies Association Newsletter

About the Author
Michael Payne was born in Lancashire and received his first musical training as a chorister at Blackburn
Cathedral. He read music at Durham University and received his Ph.D., with a dissertation on the music of
Eric Coates, in 2007.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sherrill Height:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Life
and Music of Eric Coates? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Faye Springer:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Life and Music of Eric
Coates. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Juana Kitchen:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Life and Music of
Eric Coates is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you



quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Gerard Norman:

Beside that The Life and Music of Eric Coates in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Life and Music of Eric Coates because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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