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The America of the near future will look nothing like the America of the recent
past.

America is in the throes of a demographic overhaul. Huge generation gaps have
opened up in our political and social values, our economic well-being, our family
structure, our racial and ethnic identity, our gender norms, our religious
affiliation, and our technology use.

Today's Millennials—well-educated, tech savvy, underemployed twenty-
somethings—are at risk of becoming the first generation in American history to
have a lower standard of living than their parents. Meantime, more than 10,000
Baby Boomers are retiring every single day, most of them not as well prepared
financially as they'd hoped. This graying of our population has helped polarize
our politics, put stresses on our social safety net, and presented our elected
leaders with a daunting challenge: How to keep faith with the old without
bankrupting the young and starving the future.

Every aspect of our demography is being fundamentally transformed. By mid-
century, the population of the United States will be majority non-white and our
median age will edge above 40—both unprecedented milestones. But other
rapidly-aging economic powers like China, Germany, and Japan will have
populations that are much older. With our heavy immigration flows, the US is
poised to remain relatively young. If we can get our spending priorities and
generational equities in order, we can keep our economy second to none. But
doing so means we have to rebalance the social compact that binds young and
old. In tomorrow's world, yesterday's math will not add up.

Drawing on Pew Research Center's extensive archive of public opinion surveys
and demographic data, The Next America is a rich portrait of where we are as a
nation and where we're headed—toward a future marked by the most striking
social, racial, and economic shifts the country has seen in a century.
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The America of the near future will look nothing like the America of the recent past.

America is in the throes of a demographic overhaul. Huge generation gaps have opened up in our political
and social values, our economic well-being, our family structure, our racial and ethnic identity, our gender
norms, our religious affiliation, and our technology use.

Today's Millennials—well-educated, tech savvy, underemployed twenty-somethings—are at risk of
becoming the first generation in American history to have a lower standard of living than their parents.
Meantime, more than 10,000 Baby Boomers are retiring every single day, most of them not as well prepared
financially as they'd hoped. This graying of our population has helped polarize our politics, put stresses on
our social safety net, and presented our elected leaders with a daunting challenge: How to keep faith with the
old without bankrupting the young and starving the future.

Every aspect of our demography is being fundamentally transformed. By mid-century, the population of the
United States will be majority non-white and our median age will edge above 40—both unprecedented
milestones. But other rapidly-aging economic powers like China, Germany, and Japan will have populations
that are much older. With our heavy immigration flows, the US is poised to remain relatively young. If we
can get our spending priorities and generational equities in order, we can keep our economy second to none.
But doing so means we have to rebalance the social compact that binds young and old. In tomorrow's world,
yesterday's math will not add up.

Drawing on Pew Research Center's extensive archive of public opinion surveys and demographic data, The
Next America is a rich portrait of where we are as a nation and where we're headed—toward a future marked
by the most striking social, racial, and economic shifts the country has seen in a century.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Masterful” —Washington Post

“The book's greatest strength lies in its detailed analysis of significant trends—from politics to lifestyle
choices—among the four generational groups surveyed….Taylor proves a plainspoken translator of…survey
data, and makes… statistical techniques accessible to the lay reader.”—Publishers Weekly

“An incisive survey of vast recent changes in American society and the ever-wider generation gap between
baby boomers and millennials…. In this well-written, data-rich book, Taylor…examines the demographic,
economic, social, cultural and technological changes that are reshaping the nation…. An authoritative report
and required reading for policymakers.” —Kirkus

“Well-written, fact-packed, neatly graphed, comprehensive description of the contemporary US… Highly
recommended.”—CHOICE

“An eye-opening and wonderfully written account of how swiftly our country is changing, and how we can
preserve our social compact across the generational and ethnic divide. A brilliant analyst of public policy and
social trends, Paul Taylor offers a hopeful look at America's future in challenging times—studded with fact,
and penetrating and revealing from page to page. The Next America is an indispensable book for anyone
who wants to know where we are, and where we are going.” —Richard North Patterson, author of the #1
New York Times bestseller Loss of Innocence

“Informed by decades of research data, The Next America is a lucid exploration of the social, cultural,
economic, and demographic trends that are reshaping every corner of our society. Taylor's focus is the
fundamental generational shifts that are redefining who we are as a people. His analysis of where we've been
and where we're headed is the best and most comprehensive you'll read this year.” —Neil Howe, author of
The Fourth Turn and Millennials Rising

“The Next America provides a lively, readable guided tour through the numbers that will influence how well
the young adults of today will support the seniors of tomorrow.” —Andrew Cherlin, Griswold Professor of
Public Policy at Johns Hopkins University and author of The Marriage Go-Round

About the Author

Paul Taylor is a Senior Fellow at the Pew Research Center. He previously served as its executive vice
president, where he oversaw demographic, social, and generational research. He is the author of See How
They Run and coauthor of The Old News Versus the New News. He is a former reporter with the Washington
Post, where he covered presidential politics and served as a foreign correspondent. He and his wife live in
Bethesda, Maryland.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Next
America: Boomers, Millennials, and the Looming Generational Showdown suitable to you? The actual book
was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Next America: Boomers,
Millennials, and the Looming Generational Showdownis a single of several books which everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Steven Huckins:

The Next America: Boomers, Millennials, and the Looming Generational Showdown can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Next America: Boomers, Millennials, and the Looming Generational Showdown although
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial pondering.

Dexter Forsyth:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Next America: Boomers, Millennials, and the Looming Generational
Showdown can make you feel more interested to read.

David Cormier:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Next America: Boomers, Millennials, and the Looming Generational Showdown when you essential it?
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