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‘The problem is not how to manage the capital system, but to get rid of it’. And
who will do the job? These are the questions posed at the start of Cliff
Slaughter’s latest book. Recognising the importance of István Mészáros’s
analysis - in Beyond Capital (1995) and other books - of the historic, ‘structural
crisis’ that has taken capital into its stage of ‘destructive self-reproduction’,
Against Capital focuses on the crucial question of agency. Today, when there are
fundamental disjunctures between the globalised economy, the means of social
control and political and state structures, what are we to make of Marx’s
conclusion that the working class - capital’s only structural antagonist - is ‘the
gravedigger’ of capitalism? And what are the implications for this of the
information revolution, the changing composition of the working class, and the
emergence of new forms of oppositional organisation, with young people to the
fore? Slaughter assembles contributions by participants in recent movements in
South Africa, Britain, Spain, Mexico, countries in the former Soviet zone and - in
a major contribution from Yassamine Mather - the Middle East. He offers an
extended critique of ‘vanguardist’ conceptions such as Trotsky’s ‘the crisis of
humanity is reduced to the crisis of working-class revolutionary leadership’ and
Kautsky’s and the early Lenin’s formulation that socialist consciousness must be
brought to the working class ‘from the outside’. Finally, Against Capital
examines the necessary theoretical foundations of a rebuilt working-class
movement, with special attention to the concepts of class-consciousness and the
relation between theory and practice. This book is a compelling and distinctive
contribution to recent debates encompassing works such as Thomas Piketty’s
Capital in the Twenty-First Century (2014) and Paul Mason’s PostCapitalism
(2015).
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‘The problem is not how to manage the capital system, but to get rid of it’. And who will do the job? These
are the questions posed at the start of Cliff Slaughter’s latest book. Recognising the importance of István
Mészáros’s analysis - in Beyond Capital (1995) and other books - of the historic, ‘structural crisis’ that has
taken capital into its stage of ‘destructive self-reproduction’, Against Capital focuses on the crucial question
of agency. Today, when there are fundamental disjunctures between the globalised economy, the means of
social control and political and state structures, what are we to make of Marx’s conclusion that the working
class - capital’s only structural antagonist - is ‘the gravedigger’ of capitalism? And what are the implications
for this of the information revolution, the changing composition of the working class, and the emergence of
new forms of oppositional organisation, with young people to the fore? Slaughter assembles contributions by
participants in recent movements in South Africa, Britain, Spain, Mexico, countries in the former Soviet
zone and - in a major contribution from Yassamine Mather - the Middle East. He offers an extended critique
of ‘vanguardist’ conceptions such as Trotsky’s ‘the crisis of humanity is reduced to the crisis of working-
class revolutionary leadership’ and Kautsky’s and the early Lenin’s formulation that socialist consciousness
must be brought to the working class ‘from the outside’. Finally, Against Capital examines the necessary
theoretical foundations of a rebuilt working-class movement, with special attention to the concepts of class-
consciousness and the relation between theory and practice. This book is a compelling and distinctive
contribution to recent debates encompassing works such as Thomas Piketty’s Capital in the Twenty-First
Century (2014) and Paul Mason’s PostCapitalism (2015).
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Cliff Slaughter, brought up in a Communist Party family in Yorkshire, worked as a coalminer as an
alternative to military National Service, before graduating from Cambridge University. He co-authored the
classic Coal is Our Life with Norman Dennis and Fernando Henriques, since when has written a number of
books on the working-class movement, socialism and Marxist theory. Now retired, he for many years taught
social anthropology and sociology at the Universities of Leeds and Bradford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keri Yokum:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Against Capital: Experiences of
Class Struggle and Rethinking Revolutionary Agency is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Maurice Lamothe:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Against Capital: Experiences of Class Struggle
and Rethinking Revolutionary Agency, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Kathleen Hernandez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Against Capital: Experiences of Class Struggle
and Rethinking Revolutionary Agency or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Against Capital: Experiences of Class Struggle
and Rethinking Revolutionary Agency to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book



like this one.

Douglas Brownlee:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Against Capital: Experiences of Class Struggle and Rethinking Revolutionary
Agency can make you sense more interested to read.
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