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The epic verse of "Blind Harry" (or "Henry the Minstrel") is the main source on
the life of Sir William Wallace. It was written around 1477 and based on the now
lost Latin book of John Blair, commisioned by 'the fetching bishop' William
Sinclair, Bishop of Dunkeld, to send to the Pope. Blind Harry gathered stories
and traditions of Wallace from all over Scotland and sang or recited his verse. He
was well recieved at the Renaissance court of King James IV. Blind Harry's
"Acts and Deidis of the Illustre and Vallyeant Campioun Schir William Wallace"
was one of the first Scottish books printed in Scotland. Hamilton's edition,
"wherein the old obsolete words are rendered more intelligible", first published in
1722, had a great influence on Burns (whom it inspired to visit many of the sites
mentioned and to write a number of poems including "Scots Wha Hae") and
many others, including Wordsworth and Byron. Elspeth King, has long
campaigned to bring Blind Harry's work back into print in an accessible form,
and argues for its significance amd relevance today.
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Editorial Review

Review
Blind Harry’s ‘Wallace’ is one of the most popular Scottish books of all time. -- Scottish Book Collector

From the Publisher
Which book has been the greatest inspiration to Scots within and outwith Scotland over the last 500 years?

Why has one of the most influential books ever published in Scotland been out of print for almost 140 years,
despite the fact that at least 47 editions are known to have been published?

Is the "lost manuscript" on which the book is said to have been based in existence?

How did American writer Randall Wallace come to base his script for Braveheart on this book?

Would a parliament in Scotland have won decisive support without the Braveheart factor?

Why has the poet and minstrel - whose work Burns deemed worthy of Homer - been ignored for so long?

Who was Blind Harry, and what is the significance of his work in modern Scotland today?

About the Author
Blind Harry is thought to have lived from 1440 to 1493. Little is known about him. His one major
achievement was to gather and record in writing stories about Wallace. He sang or recited these stories in
verse form, and was well received at the Renaissance Court o f James IV.

William Hamilton of Gilbertfield was a poet and soldier. All but forgotten now, it was he who brought
Wallace back tot he attention with his hugely popular ‘translation’ of Blind Harry’s original poem.

Elspeth King is the Director of the Stirling Smith Art Gallery & Museum, which has a large collection of
Wallace memorabilia and hosted the exhibition ‘Scotland’s Liberator- The Life and Legacy of William
Wallace- throughout 1997 marking the 700 anniversary of the Battle of Stirling Bridge.

Owain Kirby, a recent graduate of the Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art, is a freelance illustrator and
artist who prefers to work in linocut, loves Scottish history and lives in Stirling.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Gore:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Blind Harry's Wallace.



Jennifer Games:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Blind Harry's Wallace book as
beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Tommie Payton:

This Blind Harry's Wallace is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Blind Harry's Wallace in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Rita Kirby:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Blind Harry's Wallace this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book appropriate all of you.
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