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Roger Collins, aleading historian, investigates a time in Spanish history known
for its multi-religious society - when Christians, Jews and Muslimslived in
apparent harmony - revealing a fuller, more complex picture of this fascinating
period.

- Presents new ideas and interpretations of a fascinating yet much misunderstood
period of Spanish and Islamic history

- A broad and complex treatment of the tenure of the Umayyad dynasty in Spain

- Debunks myths and investigates the historiography of existing scholarship of
the period
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Editorial Review
Review

“A blessing for faculty, but also avery useful introduction for students.” (H-Soz-u-Kult, March 2014)

“Caliphs and Kings: Spain, 796-1031is a book for readers who seek interesting stories culled from Christian
historical sources from the period from 796-1031, rather than for those who seek a book on the caliphal
aspects of the same period.” (Project Muse, 1 June 2014)

“Supported by useful royal genealogies and a vast bibliography. Summing Up: Highly recommended. All
leveld/libraries.” (Choice, 1 November 2012)

Review

‘Dr Collins has provided a commendably clear, insightful and scholarly guide to the Umayyad period in
Iberia. This latest volume maintains the high standard of Wiley-Blackwell's distinguished History of Spain
series.” —Simon Barton, University of Exeter

From the Back Cover

The last twenty-five years have seen arenaissance of research and writing on Spanish history. Caliphs and
Kings offers aformidable synthesis of existing knowledge as well as an investigation into new historical
thinking, perspectives, and methods.

The nearly three-hundred-year rule of the Umayyad dynasty in Spain (756—1031) has been hailed by many as
an era of unprecedented harmony and mutual tolerance between the three great religious faiths in the Iberian
Peninsula— Christianity, Judaism, and Islam — the like of which has never been seen since. And yet, asthis
book demonstrates, historical reality defies the myth. Though the middle of the tenth century saw aflowering
of artistic culture and sophistication in the Umayyad court and in the city of Cordoba, this period was all too
short-lived and localized. Eventually, twenty years of civil war caused the implosion of the Umayyad

regime. It isthrough the forces that divided — not united — the disparate elements in Spanish society that we
may best glean its nature and its lessons. Caliphs and Kings is devoted to better understanding those
circumstances, as historian Roger Collins takes afresh look at certainties, both old and new, to strip ninth-
and tenth-century Spain of its mythic narrative, revealing the more complex truth beneath.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

L ouie Thompson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading



abook? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you will require this Caliphs and Kings. Spain, 796-1031.

Heidi Fritz:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Caliphs and
Kings: Spain, 796-1031 suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
book untitled Caliphs and Kings: Spain, 796-1031is the main of several books in which everyone read now.
That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the smple way, thus all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you awide range of information about
thisworld now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

ReneKing:

Isit anindividual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Caliphs and Kings: Spain,
796-1031 can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Richard Rodriguez:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What
you should do isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of
several booksin thetop listing in your reading list is definitely Caliphs and Kings: Spain, 796-1031. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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