
Making Media Studies: The Creativity Turn in
Media and Communications Studies (Digital
Formations)

By David Gauntlett

Making Media Studies: The Creativity Turn in Media and Communications
Studies (Digital Formations) By David Gauntlett

In Making Media Studies, David Gauntlett turns media and communications
studies on its head. He proposes a vision of media studies based around doing
and making – not about the acquisition of skills, as such, but an experience of
building knowledge and understanding through creative hands-on engagement
with all kinds of media. Gauntlett suggests that media studies scholars have
failed to recognise the significance of everyday creativity – the vital drive of
people to make, exchange, and learn together, supported by online networks. He
argues that we should think about media in terms of conversations, inspirations,
and making things happen. Media studies can be about genuine social change, if
we recognise the significance of everyday creativity, work to transform our tools,
and learn to use them wisely. Making Media Studies is a lively, readable, and
heartfelt manifesto from the author of Making is Connecting.
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experience of building knowledge and understanding through creative hands-on engagement with all kinds of
media. Gauntlett suggests that media studies scholars have failed to recognise the significance of everyday
creativity – the vital drive of people to make, exchange, and learn together, supported by online networks. He
argues that we should think about media in terms of conversations, inspirations, and making things happen.
Media studies can be about genuine social change, if we recognise the significance of everyday creativity,
work to transform our tools, and learn to use them wisely. Making Media Studies is a lively, readable, and
heartfelt manifesto from the author of Making is Connecting.
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Editorial Review

Review
«Sitting down with David Gauntlett’s ‘Making Media Studies’ is like having a conversation with an erudite,
yet still optimistic scholar. Gauntlett celebrates ‘everyday makers’ on digital platforms such as YouTube,
giving readers the pragmatic and conceptual tools needed to understand the positive aspects of this ongoing
cultural shift. The result is a deeply engaging antidote to more pessimistic stirrings.» (Matt Ratto, Associate
Professor, Faculty of Information, University of Toronto)
«What Gauntlett offers is a bold, imaginative – and occasionally provocative – view of what media studies
might become. This is a lively contribution to thinking about media and communications.» (Shaun Moores,
Professor, University of Sunderland)

«Sitting down with David Gauntlett’s ‘Making Media Studies’ is like having a conversation with an erudite,
yet still optimistic scholar. Gauntlett celebrates ‘everyday makers’ on digital platforms such as YouTube,
giving readers the pragmatic and conceptual tools needed to understand the positive aspects of this ongoing
cultural shift. The result is a deeply engaging
antidote to more pessimistic stirrings.» (Matt Ratto, Associate Professor, Faculty of Information, University
of Toronto)
«What Gauntlett offers is a bold, imaginative – and occasionally provocative – view of what media studies
might become. This is a lively contribution to thinking about media and communications.» (Shaun Moores,
Professor, University of Sunderland)

About the Author
David Gauntlett is a Professor in the Faculty of Media, Arts and Design and Co-Director of the
Communications and Media Research Institute at the University of Westminster, United Kingdom. See
davidgauntlett.com for further information, blog, and videos.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herman Pruitt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Making Media Studies: The
Creativity Turn in Media and Communications Studies (Digital Formations) publication written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Making Media Studies: The Creativity Turn in Media and
Communications Studies (Digital Formations) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content.
This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.



Edward Carter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. Making Media Studies: The Creativity Turn in Media and Communications
Studies (Digital Formations) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short extra
time problems.

Ernest Bryan:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Making Media Studies: The Creativity
Turn in Media and Communications Studies (Digital Formations) which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Jimmie Houck:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Making Media Studies: The Creativity Turn in Media and
Communications Studies (Digital Formations) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to start a book and go through it. Beside that the book Making Media Studies: The Creativity Turn in Media
and Communications Studies (Digital Formations) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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