
Rabbit Creek Country: Three Ranching Lives
in the Heart of the Mountain West

By Jon Thiem

Rabbit Creek Country: Three Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain
West By Jon Thiem

In 1997 Jon Thiem was hiking in Livermore country near Fort Collins, Colorado.
Following one fork of Rabbit Creek, he discovered an abandoned house and
literally walked into the lives of John and Ida Elliott and Miss Josephine Lamb.
Always curious about earlier inhabitants of this land, and conscious of the
changes wrought by modern sprawl on its use and character, Thiem pursued the
story of these former ranchers for nearly a decade.

What Thiem and research associate Deborah Dimon discovered is that the three
had an unconventional living arrangement that endured for over forty years, a
relationship that had as much to do with their love of the land as of each other.

John Elliott's father moved his growing family from Iowa to Kansas in the 1880s,
then to northern Colorado in 1890 when John was twelve. He worked as a ranch
hand and eventually became one of the biggest landowners in the area.

Ida Meyer ventured west from Nebraska in 1897. A serious amateur
photographer, she worked as a waitress, and pie lady, at the local hotel until she
was in her early thirties. She and John finally tied the knot in 1908, and in 1910
he bought a thousand acres on Middle Rabbit Creek.

Josephine Lamb grew up in the country west of Fort Collins. Graduating from
high school in 1916, she became a mountain teacher, traveling to small remote
schools. Miss Lamb moved to the Elliott's ranch in 1919 to teach their only child,
Buck, until he left for high school. She lived at Rabbit Creek Ranch, possibly as
John Elliott's lover, for many years after that, acquiring her own land as time
went by.

Tracing the flawed humanity of these three intertwined lives opens a window on
life in the mountain West throughout the last century, including ranching
methods and women's changing roles as wives, mothers, and property owners.
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In 1997 Jon Thiem was hiking in Livermore country near Fort Collins, Colorado. Following one fork of
Rabbit Creek, he discovered an abandoned house and literally walked into the lives of John and Ida Elliott
and Miss Josephine Lamb. Always curious about earlier inhabitants of this land, and conscious of the
changes wrought by modern sprawl on its use and character, Thiem pursued the story of these former
ranchers for nearly a decade.

What Thiem and research associate Deborah Dimon discovered is that the three had an unconventional living
arrangement that endured for over forty years, a relationship that had as much to do with their love of the
land as of each other.

John Elliott's father moved his growing family from Iowa to Kansas in the 1880s, then to northern Colorado
in 1890 when John was twelve. He worked as a ranch hand and eventually became one of the biggest
landowners in the area.

Ida Meyer ventured west from Nebraska in 1897. A serious amateur photographer, she worked as a waitress,
and pie lady, at the local hotel until she was in her early thirties. She and John finally tied the knot in 1908,
and in 1910 he bought a thousand acres on Middle Rabbit Creek.

Josephine Lamb grew up in the country west of Fort Collins. Graduating from high school in 1916, she
became a mountain teacher, traveling to small remote schools. Miss Lamb moved to the Elliott's ranch in
1919 to teach their only child, Buck, until he left for high school. She lived at Rabbit Creek Ranch, possibly
as John Elliott's lover, for many years after that, acquiring her own land as time went by.

Tracing the flawed humanity of these three intertwined lives opens a window on life in the mountain West
throughout the last century, including ranching methods and women's changing roles as wives, mothers, and
property owners.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this intimate portrait Thiem has managed to preserve a valuable part of local history. . . . Highly
recommended."

From the Inside Flap
The stories of three former Colorado ranch owners and their unconventional living arrangement opens a
window on life in the West throughout the last century.

About the Author
Jon Thiem is professor emeritus of English and comparative literature at Colorado State University, Fort
Collins. He is the author, coauthor, or editor of several books of literature and poetry.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Rabbit Creek
Country: Three Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Stephen Adams:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the book untitled Rabbit Creek Country: Three Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West
can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Kelly Gomes:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Rabbit Creek Country: Three
Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know



world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Rabbit Creek Country: Three Ranching
Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West become your starter.

Shelia Tonn:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Rabbit Creek Country: Three Ranching Lives in the Heart of the Mountain West can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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