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At the turn of the twentieth century, Honduras witnessed the expansion of its
banana industry and the development of the United Fruit Company and Standard
Fruit into multinational corporations with significant political and economic
influence in Latin America and the Caribbean. These companies relied heavily on
an imported labor force, thousands of West Indian workers, whose arrival in
Honduras immediately sparked anti-black and anti-immigrant sentiment
throughout the country. Glenn A. Chambers examines the West Indian immigrant
community in Honduras through the development of the country's fruit industry,
revealing that West Indians fought to maintain their identities as workers,
Protestants, blacks, and English speakers in the midst of popular Latin American
nationalistic notions of mestizaje, or mixed-race identity.

West Indians lived as outsiders in Honduran society owing to the many racially
motivated initiatives of the Honduran government that defined acceptable
immigration as "white only." As Chambers shows, one unintended, though
perhaps predictable, consequence of this political stance was the emergence of a
clearly defined and separate West Indian enclave that proved to be antagonistic
toward native Hondurans. This conflict ultimately led to animosity between
English-speaking and Spanish-speaking Hondurans, as well as between West
Indians and non--West Indian peoples of African descent. An all-inclusive Afro-
Honduran identity never emerged in Honduras, Chambers reveals. Rather, black
identity developed through West Indians' culture, language, and history.

Chambers moves beyond treatments of West Indian labor as an accessory to U.S.
capitalist interests to explore the ethnic and racial dynamic of the interactions of
the West Indian community with locals. In Race, Nation, and West Indian
Immigration to Honduras, 1890--1940, Chambers demonstrates the importance of
racial identity in Honduran society as a whole and reveals the roles that culture,
language, ethnicity, and history played in the establishment of regional identities
within the broader African diaspora.
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At the turn of the twentieth century, Honduras witnessed the expansion of its banana industry and the
development of the United Fruit Company and Standard Fruit into multinational corporations with
significant political and economic influence in Latin America and the Caribbean. These companies relied
heavily on an imported labor force, thousands of West Indian workers, whose arrival in Honduras
immediately sparked anti-black and anti-immigrant sentiment throughout the country. Glenn A. Chambers
examines the West Indian immigrant community in Honduras through the development of the country's fruit
industry, revealing that West Indians fought to maintain their identities as workers, Protestants, blacks, and
English speakers in the midst of popular Latin American nationalistic notions of mestizaje, or mixed-race
identity.

West Indians lived as outsiders in Honduran society owing to the many racially motivated initiatives of the
Honduran government that defined acceptable immigration as "white only." As Chambers shows, one
unintended, though perhaps predictable, consequence of this political stance was the emergence of a clearly
defined and separate West Indian enclave that proved to be antagonistic toward native Hondurans. This
conflict ultimately led to animosity between English-speaking and Spanish-speaking Hondurans, as well as
between West Indians and non--West Indian peoples of African descent. An all-inclusive Afro-Honduran
identity never emerged in Honduras, Chambers reveals. Rather, black identity developed through West
Indians' culture, language, and history.

Chambers moves beyond treatments of West Indian labor as an accessory to U.S. capitalist interests to
explore the ethnic and racial dynamic of the interactions of the West Indian community with locals. In Race,
Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890--1940, Chambers demonstrates the importance of
racial identity in Honduran society as a whole and reveals the roles that culture, language, ethnicity, and
history played in the establishment of regional identities within the broader African diaspora.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Glenn A. Chambers is an assistant professor of history at Texas A&M University in College Station.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carroll Boggess:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to
Honduras, 1890-1940. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a book Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

David Wysocki:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Race, Nation, and West Indian
Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Ana Jimenez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Race, Nation, and
West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.



Laree Drummond:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Race, Nation, and West Indian
Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its named reading friends.
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