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While the church today looks quite different than it did two thousand years ago,
Christians share the same faith with the church fathers. Although separated by
time and culture, we have much to learn from their lives and teaching.

This book is an organized and convenient introduction to how to read the church
fathers from AD 100 to 500. Michael Haykin surveys the lives and teachings of
seven of the Fathers, looking at their role in such issues as baptism, martyrdom,
and the relationship between church and state. Ignatius, Cyprian, Basil of
Caesarea, and Ambrose and others were foundational in the growth and purity of
early Christianity, and their impact continues to shape the church today.

Evangelical readers interested in the historical roots of Christianity will find this
to be a helpful introductory volume.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Haykin has given us a user-friendly introduction to the early centuries of the Christian church. He illustrates
the key elements of the church’s teaching by referring to the lives and teachings of major figures of the time,
most of whom are little known to nonspecialists. Ordinary people need to know about these things, and this
book is a great place to begin.”
—Gerald Bray, Research Professor of Divinity, History, and Doctrine, Beeson Divinity School; author, God
Is Love and God Has Spoken

“This gem of a study sparkles with polished clarity. Michael Haykin has skillfully unearthed buried treasures
among early church leaders. As an experienced guide, he has drawn from his own personal journey and
decades of scholarly research. He presents valuable Patristic insights into apologetic engagement, missional
work, spiritual formation, use of Scripture, theological discourse, communal worship, personal piety, and
approaches to suffering and martyrdom. From the apostolic fathers to the apostle to Ireland, Haykin’s
investigations masterfully apply classical wisdom to contemporary concerns.”
—Paul Hartog, Associate Professor, Faith Baptist Theological Seminary

“In this introduction, Michael Haykin, an eminent evangelical scholar, opens the door to the riches of early
Christianity for evangelicals in a splendidly concise handbook of sorts. Evangelicals, who are experiencing a
renaissance of interest in the Fathers, need look no further than this volume for an introduction to many of
the most significant figures in Christian history. Readers will be left wanting to learn even more.
Evangelicals are indebted to Haykin for this well-written volume.”
—Steven A. McKinion, Professor of Theology and Patristics, Southeastern Seminary, Wake Forest, North
Carolina

About the Author

Michael A. G. Haykin (ThD, University of Toronto) is professor of church history and biblical spirituality
at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and director of the Andrew Fuller Center for Baptist Studies.
He has authored or edited more than twenty-five books, including Rediscovering the Church Fathers: Who
They Were and How They Shaped the Church.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

The event that you get from Rediscovering the Church Fathers: Who They Were and How They Shaped the
Church could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Rediscovering the
Church Fathers: Who They Were and How They Shaped the Church giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone



who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Rediscovering the Church
Fathers: Who They Were and How They Shaped the Church instantly.

Martina Joseph:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Rediscovering the Church Fathers: Who They Were and How They
Shaped the Church it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book has high quality.

Johnny Allen:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Rediscovering the Church Fathers: Who They Were and How They Shaped the Church will give you new
experience in reading through a book.

Vickie Hintz:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Rediscovering the Church Fathers: Who They Were and How They Shaped
the Church was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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