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In the summer of 1866, racial tensions ran high in Louisiana as a constitutional
convention considered disenfranchising former Confederates and enfranchising
blacks. On July 30, a procession of black suffrage supporters pushed through an
angry throng of hostile whites. Words were exchanged, shots rang out, and
within minutes a riot erupted with unrestrained fury. When it was over, at least
forty-eight men -- an overwhelming majority of them black -- lay dead and more
than two hundred had been wounded. In An Absolute Massacre, James G.
Hollandsworth, Jr., examines the events surrounding the confrontation and offers
a compelling look at the racial tinderbox that was the post-Civil War South.
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In the summer of 1866, racial tensions ran high in Louisiana as a constitutional convention considered
disenfranchising former Confederates and enfranchising blacks. On July 30, a procession of black suffrage
supporters pushed through an angry throng of hostile whites. Words were exchanged, shots rang out, and
within minutes a riot erupted with unrestrained fury. When it was over, at least forty-eight men -- an
overwhelming majority of them black -- lay dead and more than two hundred had been wounded. In An
Absolute Massacre, James G. Hollandsworth, Jr., examines the events surrounding the confrontation and
offers a compelling look at the racial tinderbox that was the post-Civil War South.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
One of several atrocious riots perpetrated in the South in 1866, the bloody tumult in New Orleans had both
immediate and antecedent causes. Hollandsworth weaves both into a narrative of events shocking in
themselves and made more so by the author's objective, detached manner. The underlying factor in the riot,
as in all similar incidents in the aftermath of the Civil War, was the extent of equality to be accorded
freedmen. Under Lincoln's Reconstruction plan, a Louisiana convention agreed to abolish slavery but
deferred the decision on suffrage to the state legislature. Under the even more lenient Johnson, ex-
Confederates returning from the war gained control of the state and city governments by early 1866, so the
prosuffrage conventioneers seized on a legal technicality to reconvene and give black men the vote. The
ensuing explosion was almost wholly a police-perpetrated murder of dozens of blacks and pro-Union whites,
recounted in Hollandsworth's ghastly blow-by-blow detail. Remarkably, to this day denizens of New Orleans
pass by the riot's location without any memorial to detain them. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"A superb narrative that brings to life the riot and its participants as never before."

About the Author

James G. Hollandsworth, Jr., is also the author of The Louisiana Native Guards: The Black Military
Experience during the Civil War and Pretense of Glory: The Life of Nathaniel P. Banks.He lives in Jackson,
Mississippi.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Kruse:

The book An Absolute Massacre: The New Orleans Race Riot of July 30, 1866 give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book An
Absolute Massacre: The New Orleans Race Riot of July 30, 1866 to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like start and read a e-book An Absolute Massacre: The New Orleans Race Riot of July 30,
1866. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Harold Riggs:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this An Absolute Massacre: The New Orleans
Race Riot of July 30, 1866 reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty An Absolute Massacre:
The New Orleans Race Riot of July 30, 1866 as good book not only by the cover but also by the content.
This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Donald Purcell:

This An Absolute Massacre: The New Orleans Race Riot of July 30, 1866 is great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having An Absolute Massacre: The New Orleans Race Riot of July 30, 1866 in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Pauline Browne:

Beside this specific An Absolute Massacre: The New Orleans Race Riot of July 30, 1866 in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have An Absolute Massacre: The New Orleans Race Riot of July 30,
1866 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you
seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item?
Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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