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Zora Neale Hurston is a controversial figure, equally praised and criticized for
her representation of African-Americans; while some critics emphasize her
ebullience and celebration of Black culture, others call her fiction stereotypical
and essentialist. Observing the workings of the recurrent humor in her works
helps explode this critical binary opposition. Specifically, the carnivalesque and
the heteroglossia often subvert essentialist notions of (Black) identity.

Jonah's Gourd Vine's protagonist, the preacher-womanizer John Pearson, can be
seen as an African rather than an African-American trickster figure, i.e. as a
mobile character whose liminality helps him fight essentialist definitions
imposed on him by both the white establishment and his own community. Janie's
romantic search for self-fulfillment in Their Eyes Were Watching God is
undermined by the humor and the carnival, which emphasize her shifting and
multiply defined identity. Finally, the African-Americanized story of Moses and
the Hebrews shows the conflicts involved in their search for a unified national
and cultural identity. In these three novels, Hurston appears as a subversive
presence whose manipulation of humor underscores a complex political vision.
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Zora Neale Hurston is a controversial figure, equally praised and criticized for her representation of African-
Americans; while some critics emphasize her ebullience and celebration of Black culture, others call her
fiction stereotypical and essentialist. Observing the workings of the recurrent humor in her works helps
explode this critical binary opposition. Specifically, the carnivalesque and the heteroglossia often subvert
essentialist notions of (Black) identity.

Jonah's Gourd Vine's protagonist, the preacher-womanizer John Pearson, can be seen as an African rather
than an African-American trickster figure, i.e. as a mobile character whose liminality helps him fight
essentialist definitions imposed on him by both the white establishment and his own community. Janie's
romantic search for self-fulfillment in Their Eyes Were Watching God is undermined by the humor and the
carnival, which emphasize her shifting and multiply defined identity. Finally, the African-Americanized
story of Moses and the Hebrews shows the conflicts involved in their search for a unified national and
cultural identity. In these three novels, Hurston appears as a subversive presence whose manipulation of
humor underscores a complex political vision.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Meisenhelder reads Hurston front to back—letters, reviews, canonical and lesser known novels alike.
Ferreting out double and crooked meanings, the author plots Hurston's complex relationship to readers,
publishers, patrons, gender, and race."
—Susan Willis, Duke University

"An important contribution to African American studies."
—CHOICE

About the Author

Susan Meisenhelder is Professor of English at California State University-San Bernardino.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Toni Bays:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work
of Zora Neale Hurston.

Edward Kirklin:

The book Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of Zora Neale Hurston
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very
important thing like a book Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of
Zora Neale Hurston? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of Zora Neale Hurston has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.



Tammy Robinson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular
Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of Zora Neale Hurston to read.

Sandra Birk:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of Zora Neale
Hurston we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with that book Hitting A Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Race and Gender in the Work of Zora
Neale Hurston. You can more appealing than now.
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