
Imagined Human Beings: A Psychological
Approach to Character and Conflict in
Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis)

By Bernard Jay Paris

Imagined Human Beings: A Psychological Approach to Character and
Conflict in Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis) By Bernard Jay Paris

One of literature's greatest gifts is its portrayal of realistically drawn characters--
human beings in whom we can recognize motivations and emotions. In
Imagined Human Beings, Bernard J. Paris explores the inner conflicts of some
of literature's most famous characters, using Karen Horney's psychoanalytic
theories to understand the behavior of these characters as we would the behavior
of real people.

When realistically drawn characters are understood in psychological terms, they
tend to escape their roles in the plot and thus subvert the view of them advanced
by the author. A Horneyan approach both alerts us to conflicts between plot and
characterization, rhetoric and mimesis, and helps us understand the forces in the
author's personalty that generate them. The Horneyan model can make sense of
thematic inconsistencies by seeing them as the product of the author's inner
divisions. Paris uses this approach to explore a wide range of texts, including
Antigone,  "The Clerk's Tale," The Merchant of Venice, A Doll's House, Hedda
Gabler, Great Expectations, Jane Eyre, The Mayor of Casterbridge, Wuthering
Heights, Madame Bovary, The Awakening, and The End of the Road.
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One of literature's greatest gifts is its portrayal of realistically drawn characters--human beings in whom we
can recognize motivations and emotions. In Imagined Human Beings, Bernard J. Paris explores the inner
conflicts of some of literature's most famous characters, using Karen Horney's psychoanalytic theories to
understand the behavior of these characters as we would the behavior of real people.

When realistically drawn characters are understood in psychological terms, they tend to escape their roles in
the plot and thus subvert the view of them advanced by the author. A Horneyan approach both alerts us to
conflicts between plot and characterization, rhetoric and mimesis, and helps us understand the forces in the
author's personalty that generate them. The Horneyan model can make sense of thematic inconsistencies by
seeing them as the product of the author's inner divisions. Paris uses this approach to explore a wide range of
texts, including Antigone,  "The Clerk's Tale," The Merchant of Venice, A Doll's House, Hedda Gabler,
Great Expectations, Jane Eyre, The Mayor of Casterbridge, Wuthering Heights, Madame Bovary, The
Awakening, and The End of the Road.
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Editorial Review

Review

”This is literary criticism at its most perceptive. Theory is subservient to a deeply engaged reading of works
Professor Paris clearly loves. To read his analysis of Emma Bovary or Hedda Gabler is to gain an enriched
insight into characters whom we thought we knew so well.”

-Phyllis Grosskurth,author of Byron, The Flawed Angel

About the Author

Bernard J. Paris is the author of seven books, including Karen Horney: A Psychoanalyst's Search for Self-
Understanding (selected by the New York Times as a Notable Book for 1994), and director of the
International Karen Horney Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Santiago:

The e-book with title Imagined Human Beings: A Psychological Approach to Character and Conflict in
Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Charles Baker:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that
you read you can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Imagined Human Beings: A
Psychological Approach to Character and Conflict in Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis) it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has
high quality.



Timothy Holeman:

The reason? Because this Imagined Human Beings: A Psychological Approach to Character and Conflict in
Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author
who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

William Reyes:

Imagined Human Beings: A Psychological Approach to Character and Conflict in Literature (Literature &
Psychoanalysis) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word
into joy arrangement in writing Imagined Human Beings: A Psychological Approach to Character and
Conflict in Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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