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Vast interior spaces have become ubiquitous in the contemporary city. The
soaring atriums and concourses of mega-hotels, shopping malls and transport
interchanges define an increasingly normal experience of being 'inside' in a city.
Yet such spaces are also subject to intense criticism and claims that they can
destroy the quality of a city's authentic life 'on the outside'.

Interior Urbanism explores the roots of this contemporary tension between inside
and outside, identifying and analysing the concept of interior urbanism and
tracing its history back to the works of John Portman and Associates in 1960s
and 70s America. Portman – increasingly recognised as an influential yet
understudied figure – was responsible for projects such as Peachtree Center in
Atlanta and the Los Angeles Bonaventure Hotel, developments that employed
vast internal atriums to define a world of possibilities not just for hotels and
commercial spaces, but for the future of the American downtown amid the
upheavals of the 1960s and 70s.

The book analyses Portman's architecture in order to reconsider major contexts of
debate in architecture and urbanism in this period, including the massive
expansion of a commercial imperative in architecture, shifts in the governance
and development of cities amid social and economic instability, the rise of
postmodernism and critical urban studies, and the defence of the street and public
space amid the continual upheavals of urban development.

In this way the book reconsiders the American city at a crucial time in its
development, identifying lessons for how we consider the forces at work, and the
spaces produced, in cities in the present.
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The book analyses Portman's architecture in order to reconsider major contexts of debate in architecture and
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the governance and development of cities amid social and economic instability, the rise of postmodernism
and critical urban studies, and the defence of the street and public space amid the continual upheavals of
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Editorial Review

Review
Charles Rice's study of the architecture of John Portman raises key questions about the quality of public
space in modern cities where multi-use complexes with gleaming towers and soaring atriums remake the
relationship between street, square and interior. Rice thus offers a timely analysis for developers and
planners in today's international marketplace. (Alice Friedman, Professor of Art, Wellesley College, USA)

Despite its wide-ranging influence, the work of the developer-architect John Portman has to date recieved
little attention from scholars of architecture. Rice's study of Portman's paradigmatic "interior urbanism"
addresses this lacuna, skilfully contextualising its emergence within the ideologies, institutions, politics and
technologies of urban development in the USA in the 1960s and 70s. This is an important study for anyone
seeking to understand the prehistory of our global urban present. (Mark Dorrian, Forbes Chair in
Architecture, University of Edinburgh, UK)

About the Author
Charles Rice is Professor of Architecture at the University of Technology Sydney, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Andrews:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America.

Miriam Normandin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and
Downtown America can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.



Jolene Rivera:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America
why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Felix Smith:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended to your account is Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown
America this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of
you.
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