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Globalization is usually thought of as the worldwide spread of
Western—particularly American—popular culture. Yet if one nation stands out
in the dissemination of pop culture in East and Southeast Asia, it is Japan.
Pokémon, anime, pop music, television dramas such as Tokyo Love Story and
Long Vacation—the export of Japanese media and culture is big business. In
Recentering Globalization, Koichi Iwabuchi explores how Japanese popular
culture circulates in Asia. He situates the rise of Japan’s cultural power in light of
decentering globalization processes and demonstrates how Japan’s extensive
cultural interactions with the other parts of Asia complicate its sense of being "in
but above" or "similar but superior to" the region.

Iwabuchi has conducted extensive interviews with producers, promoters, and
consumers of popular culture in Japan and East Asia. Drawing upon this
research, he analyzes Japan’s "localizing" strategy of repackaging Western pop
culture for Asian consumption and the ways Japanese popular culture arouses
regional cultural resonances. He considers how transnational cultural flows are
experienced differently in various geographic areas by looking at bilateral
cultural flows in East Asia. He shows how Japanese popular music and television
dramas are promoted and understood in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore, and
how "Asian" popular culture (especially Hong Kong’s) is received in Japan.

Rich in empirical detail and theoretical insight, Recentering Globalization is a
significant contribution to thinking about cultural globalization and
transnationalism, particularly in the context of East Asian cultural studies.
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Globalization is usually thought of as the worldwide spread of Western—particularly American—popular
culture. Yet if one nation stands out in the dissemination of pop culture in East and Southeast Asia, it is
Japan. Pokémon, anime, pop music, television dramas such as Tokyo Love Story and Long Vacation—the
export of Japanese media and culture is big business. In Recentering Globalization, Koichi Iwabuchi
explores how Japanese popular culture circulates in Asia. He situates the rise of Japan’s cultural power in
light of decentering globalization processes and demonstrates how Japan’s extensive cultural interactions
with the other parts of Asia complicate its sense of being "in but above" or "similar but superior to" the
region.

Iwabuchi has conducted extensive interviews with producers, promoters, and consumers of popular culture in
Japan and East Asia. Drawing upon this research, he analyzes Japan’s "localizing" strategy of repackaging
Western pop culture for Asian consumption and the ways Japanese popular culture arouses regional cultural
resonances. He considers how transnational cultural flows are experienced differently in various geographic
areas by looking at bilateral cultural flows in East Asia. He shows how Japanese popular music and
television dramas are promoted and understood in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore, and how "Asian"
popular culture (especially Hong Kong’s) is received in Japan.

Rich in empirical detail and theoretical insight, Recentering Globalization is a significant contribution to
thinking about cultural globalization and transnationalism, particularly in the context of East Asian cultural
studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Koichi Iwabuchi has given us a uniquely fascinating and empirically rich study of cultural
globalization—Japanese style—as it evolved in the last two decades of the twentieth century. Eye-opening
and insightful, this is an immensely readable book, adding considerably to the growing stock of non-Western
voices and perspectives in transnational cultural studies.”—Ien Ang, author of On Not Speaking Chinese:
Living between Asia and the West

“This book will be one of the most important in Japan studies to come out in a long time. The author’s
anaylsis, which theorizes and critiques Japan’s position as a kind of intermediary between Western and
Asian pop cultural formations, and the complex will to power that is being worked out under various
consumerist guises, is smart and very much needed in the Japan field.”—Karen Kelsky, author of Women on
the Verge: Japanese Women, Western Dreams

"A very rich and subtle study. I predict that Iwabuchi´s book will quickly become a central reference in
debates over the global organization of popular culture"—Ulf Hannerz, author of Transnational
Connections: Culture, People, Places

From the Publisher
"Koichi Iwabuchi has given us a uniquely fascinating and empirically rich study of cultural
globalization—Japanese style—as it evolved in the last two decades of the twentieth century. Eye-opening
and insightful, this is an immensely readable book, adding considerably to the growing stock of non-western
voices and perspectives in transnational cultural studies."—Ien Ang, author of On Not Speaking Chinese:
Living between Asia and the West

From the Back Cover
"Koichi Iwabuchi has given us a uniquely fascinating and empirically rich study of cultural globalization--
Japanese style--as it evolved in the last two decades of the twentieth century. Eye-opening and insightful,
this is an immensely readable book, adding considerably to the growing stock of non-Western voices and
perspectives in transnational cultural studies."--Ien Ang, author of "On Not Speaking Chinese: Living
between Asia and the West"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Rowe:

The book Recentering Globalization: Popular Culture and Japanese Transnationalism can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book Recentering Globalization: Popular Culture and Japanese Transnationalism? Several
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for



that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Recentering Globalization: Popular
Culture and Japanese Transnationalism has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Adam Gutierrez:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Recentering Globalization: Popular Culture and Japanese
Transnationalism book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer involving Recentering Globalization: Popular Culture and Japanese
Transnationalism content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Recentering
Globalization: Popular Culture and Japanese Transnationalism is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Robert Mills:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Recentering Globalization: Popular Culture and Japanese Transnationalism it is
very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high
quality.

Debbie Yarborough:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Recentering Globalization: Popular Culture and Japanese Transnationalism was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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