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A tale of eighteenth-century invention and competition, commerce and conflict,
this is a lively, illustrated, and accurate chronicle of the search to solve “the
longitude problem,” the question of how to determine a ship’s position at
sea—and one that changed the history of mankind.

Ships, Clocks, and Stars brings into focus one of our greatest scientific stories:
the search to accurately measure a ship’s position at sea. The incredible,
illustrated volume reveals why longitude mattered to seafaring nations,
illuminates the various solutions that were proposed and tested, and explores the
invention that revolutionized human history and the man behind it, John
Harrison. Here, too, are the voyages of Captain Cook that put these revolutionary
navigational methods to the test.

Filled with astronomers, inventors, politicians, seamen, and satirists, Ships,
Clocks, and Stars explores the scientific, political, and commercial battles of the
age, as well as the sailors, ships, and voyages that made it legend—from
Matthew Flinders and George Vancouver to the voyages of the Bounty and the
Beagle.

Featuring more than 150 photographs specially commissioned from Britain’s
National Maritime Museum, this evocative, detailed, and thoroughly fascinating
history brings this age of exploration and enlightenment vividly to life.
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A tale of eighteenth-century invention and competition, commerce and conflict, this is a lively, illustrated,
and accurate chronicle of the search to solve “the longitude problem,” the question of how to determine a
ship’s position at sea—and one that changed the history of mankind.

Ships, Clocks, and Stars brings into focus one of our greatest scientific stories: the search to accurately
measure a ship’s position at sea. The incredible, illustrated volume reveals why longitude mattered to
seafaring nations, illuminates the various solutions that were proposed and tested, and explores the invention
that revolutionized human history and the man behind it, John Harrison. Here, too, are the voyages of
Captain Cook that put these revolutionary navigational methods to the test.

Filled with astronomers, inventors, politicians, seamen, and satirists, Ships, Clocks, and Stars explores the
scientific, political, and commercial battles of the age, as well as the sailors, ships, and voyages that made it
legend—from Matthew Flinders and George Vancouver to the voyages of the Bounty and the Beagle.

Featuring more than 150 photographs specially commissioned from Britain’s National Maritime Museum,
this evocative, detailed, and thoroughly fascinating history brings this age of exploration and enlightenment
vividly to life.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

A history of one of the greatest nautical discoveries of all time

Three hundred years ago, amidst growing frustration from the naval community and pressure linked with the
increasing importance of international trade, the British government passed the 1714 Longitude Act. It was
an attempt to solve one of the most pressing problems of the age: how to determine a ship's longitude (east-
west position) at sea. With life-changing rewards on offer, the challenge captured the imaginations and
talents of astronomers, scientists, skilled craftsmen, politicians, seamen, and satirists.

Ships, Clocks, and Stars is an illustrated, lively chronicle of the heated competition to find a solution to the
longitude problem. Featuring more than 150 photographs specially commissioned from Britain's National
Maritime Museum, it is a tale of eighteenth-century invention and competition, commerce and conflict. It
illuminates the various solutions that were proposed and tested, explores the invention that revolutionized
human history, and brings this age of excitement and enlightenment to life.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:



Charles Hager:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The Quest for Longitude.

Ilene Bixler:

This book untitled Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The Quest for Longitude to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Rayford Alexander:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is usually Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The Quest for Longitude.

Karen Huff:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The
Quest for Longitude that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you are able to pick Ships, Clocks, and Stars: The Quest for Longitude become your starter.
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