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An acclaimed classic detailing the economic history of America in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and exposing the capitalist giants
who changed the world

Frederick Lewis Allen’s insightful financial history of the United States—from
the late 1800s through the stock market collapse of 1929—remains a seminal
work on what brought on America’s worst economic disaster: the Great
Depression. In the decades following the Civil War, America entered an era of
unprecedented corporate expansion, with ultimate financial power in the hands of
a few wealthy industrialists who exploited the capitalist system for everything it
was worth. The Rockefellers, Fords, Morgans, and Vanderbilts were the “lords of
creation” who, along with like-minded magnates, controlled the economic
destiny of the country, unrestrained by regulations or moral imperatives. Through
a combination of foresight, ingenuity, ruthlessness, and greed, America’s giants
of industry remolded the US economy in their own preferred image. In so doing,
they established their absolute power and authority, ensuring that they—and they
alone—would control the means of production, transportation, energy, and
commerce—thereby setting the stage for the most devastating global financial
collapse in history.

As Gretchen Morgenson thoughtfully states in her introduction, “It is not
immediately clear why the frequency and severity of financial scandals is
increasing in the United States. What is clear is that we need to understand the
origins of these disasters, as well as the policies and people that bring them on. . .
. While distant actions may seem unrelated to current events, rereading about the
past almost always provides surprising insights into the present.”

The Lords of Creation, first published in the midst of the Great Depression, when
the financial catastrophe was still painfully fresh, is a fascinating story of
bankers, railroad tycoons, steel magnates, speculators, scoundrels, and robber
barons. It is a tale of innovation and shocking exploitation—and a sobering
reminder that history can indeed repeat itself. 
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An acclaimed classic detailing the economic history of America in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries and exposing the capitalist giants who changed the world

Frederick Lewis Allen’s insightful financial history of the United States—from the late 1800s through the
stock market collapse of 1929—remains a seminal work on what brought on America’s worst economic
disaster: the Great Depression. In the decades following the Civil War, America entered an era of
unprecedented corporate expansion, with ultimate financial power in the hands of a few wealthy
industrialists who exploited the capitalist system for everything it was worth. The Rockefellers, Fords,
Morgans, and Vanderbilts were the “lords of creation” who, along with like-minded magnates, controlled the
economic destiny of the country, unrestrained by regulations or moral imperatives. Through a combination
of foresight, ingenuity, ruthlessness, and greed, America’s giants of industry remolded the US economy in
their own preferred image. In so doing, they established their absolute power and authority, ensuring that
they—and they alone—would control the means of production, transportation, energy, and
commerce—thereby setting the stage for the most devastating global financial collapse in history.

As Gretchen Morgenson thoughtfully states in her introduction, “It is not immediately clear why the
frequency and severity of financial scandals is increasing in the United States. What is clear is that we need
to understand the origins of these disasters, as well as the policies and people that bring them on. . . . While
distant actions may seem unrelated to current events, rereading about the past almost always provides
surprising insights into the present.”

The Lords of Creation, first published in the midst of the Great Depression, when the financial catastrophe
was still painfully fresh, is a fascinating story of bankers, railroad tycoons, steel magnates, speculators,
scoundrels, and robber barons. It is a tale of innovation and shocking exploitation—and a sobering reminder
that history can indeed repeat itself. 
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Editorial Review

Review

“A diligent and perceptive reporter. . . . So much of what he has to say is almost eerie to read [today].”
—Forbes

“A grand job—good reading, and a challenge to sound thinking. . . . A thoughtful and stimulating book,
which shows careful research into facts and human motives, a thoughtful viewing of cause and effect, and a
constructive approach to controversial subjects.” —Kirkus Reviews

From the Publisher
12 1.5-hour cassettes

About the Author

Frederick Lewis Allen (1890–1954) was born in Boston, studied at Groton, and graduated from Harvard in
1912. He was assistant and associate editor of Harper’s Magazine for eighteen years, then the magazine’s
sixth editor in chief for twelve years until his death. In addition to The Lords of Creation, Allen was well
known for Only Yesterday, Since Yesterday, and The Big Change.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Lords of Creation (Forbidden Bookshelf). Try to the
actual book The Lords of Creation (Forbidden Bookshelf) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Mary Salas:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book The Lords of Creation (Forbidden Bookshelf) has been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book The Lords of Creation (Forbidden Bookshelf) is not only giving you more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book The Lords of Creation (Forbidden Bookshelf).
You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.



Rosa Rodriguez:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Lords of Creation
(Forbidden Bookshelf) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Bessie Scudder:

The Lords of Creation (Forbidden Bookshelf) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The Lords of Creation
(Forbidden Bookshelf) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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