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Archival research of any magnitude can be daunting. With this in mind, Alexis E.
Ramsey, Wendy B. Sharer, Barbara L’Eplattenier, and Lisa Mastrangelo have
developed an indispensable volume for the first-time researcher as well as the
seasoned scholar. Working in the Archives is a guide to the world of rhetoric and
composition archives, from locating an archival source and its materials to
establishing one’s own collection of archival materials. This practical volume
provides insightful information on a variety of helpful topics, such as basic
archival theory, processes, and principles; the use of hidden or digital archives;
the intricacies of searching for and using letters and photographs; strategies for
addressing the dilemmas of archival organization without damaging the
provenance of materials; the benefits of seeking sources outside academia; and
the difficult (yet often rewarding) aspects of research on the Internet.

Working in the Archives moves beyond the basics to discuss the more personal
and emotional aspects of archival work through the inclusion of interviews with
experienced researchers such as Lynée Lewis Gaillet, Peter Mortensen, Kathryn
Fitzgerald, Kenneth Lindblom, and David Gold. Each shares his or her personal
stories of the joys and challenges that face today’s researchers.          

Packed with useful recommendations, this volume draws on the knowledge and
experiences of experts to present a well-rounded guidebook to the often winding
paths of academic archival investigation. These in-depth yet user-friendly essays
provide crucial answers to the myriad questions facing both fledgling and
practiced researchers, making Working in the Archives an essential resource.
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Archival research of any magnitude can be daunting. With this in mind, Alexis E. Ramsey, Wendy B. Sharer,
Barbara L’Eplattenier, and Lisa Mastrangelo have developed an indispensable volume for the first-time
researcher as well as the seasoned scholar. Working in the Archives is a guide to the world of rhetoric and
composition archives, from locating an archival source and its materials to establishing one’s own collection
of archival materials. This practical volume provides insightful information on a variety of helpful topics,
such as basic archival theory, processes, and principles; the use of hidden or digital archives; the intricacies
of searching for and using letters and photographs; strategies for addressing the dilemmas of archival
organization without damaging the provenance of materials; the benefits of seeking sources outside
academia; and the difficult (yet often rewarding) aspects of research on the Internet.

Working in the Archives moves beyond the basics to discuss the more personal and emotional aspects of
archival work through the inclusion of interviews with experienced researchers such as Lynée Lewis Gaillet,
Peter Mortensen, Kathryn Fitzgerald, Kenneth Lindblom, and David Gold. Each shares his or her personal
stories of the joys and challenges that face today’s researchers.          

Packed with useful recommendations, this volume draws on the knowledge and experiences of experts to
present a well-rounded guidebook to the often winding paths of academic archival investigation. These in-
depth yet user-friendly essays provide crucial answers to the myriad questions facing both fledgling and
practiced researchers, making Working in the Archives an essential resource.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A terrific collection of essays . . . helpful to both a novice and veteran scholar doing archival
work.”—Lucille M. Schultz, coauthor of Archives of Instruction andwinner of the 2006 Mina P.
Shaughnessy Prize from the Modern Language Association.

“The editors have created an excellent, comprehensive understanding of archival work. I can hardly contain
my enthusiasm for this book.”

—Carol Mattingly, author of Appropriate[ing] Dress: Women’s Rhetorical Style in Nineteenth-Century
America.

About the Author

Alexis E. Ramsey is an assistant professor of rhetoric at Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida. She has
worked for the Purdue University Archives and Special Collections and published on peer mentoring.

Wendy B. Sharer, an associate professor of English at East Carolina University, is the author or editor of
three books, including Vote and Voice: Women’s Organizations and Political Literacy, 1915–1930.

Barbara L’Eplattenier is an associate professor in the Department of Rhetoric and Writing at the
University of Arkansas, Little Rock. She is the coeditor (with Lisa Mastrangelo) of Historical Studies of
Writing Program Administration: Individuals, Communities, and the Formation of a Discipline, and has
contributed chapters to a number of edited collections, including the SIU Press volume Beyond the Archives.

 

Lisa Mastrangelo, an associate professor of English at the College of St. Elizabeth in Morristown, New
Jersey, is the coeditor (with Barbara L’Eplattenier) of Historical Studies of Writing Program Administration:
Individuals, Communities, and the Formation of a Discipline.She has published articles in Rhetoric Review,
Composition Studies, and other journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This



reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Working in the
Archives: Practical Research Methods for Rhetoric and Composition is kind of book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Sarita Springer:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Working in the Archives: Practical Research Methods for Rhetoric and
Composition can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Pamela Brock:

This Working in the Archives: Practical Research Methods for Rhetoric and Composition is great book for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Working in the Archives: Practical Research Methods for Rhetoric and Composition in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication
that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Anne Braden:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Working in the Archives: Practical Research Methods for
Rhetoric and Composition was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Working in the Archives: Practical Research Methods for Rhetoric and Composition has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
this.
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