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Born in Fontaines-lès-Dijon in 1090, Bernard had become, by his twenty-fifth
birthday, the abbot of a Cistercian monastery which he had founded in the valley
of Clairvaux near Aube, France, some four years earlier. There in those isolated
and rugged surroundings he became the spokesman for a revival of monastic life
in an age when the radical spirit of religious life was endangered by a movement,
best seen in the excesses of the monks of Cluny, that stressed the adaptation of
the rule of St. Benedict to the exigencies-and taste for princely comforts-of the
royal courts of twelfth-century France.

But Bernard's dedication to the strict observance of Benedict's rule was mingled
not with the abrasive, shrill style of the prophet but with a sweetness and purity
of vision that earned him the title Doctor mellifluous. For he possessed a sense of
the love of God, the importance of humility, and the sheer beauty of holiness that
has made his writings favorites of scholars and laymen alike throughout the ages.
Here in a new translation by G.R. Evans are the writings that have had such a
major role in shaping the Western monastic tradition and influencing the
development of catholic mystical theology. Together with an introduction by the
master of Bernard studies, Jean Leclercq, they comprise a volume that occupies a
place of special importance in the chronicle of the history of the Western spiritual
adventure.
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excesses of the monks of Cluny, that stressed the adaptation of the rule of St. Benedict to the exigencies-and
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But Bernard's dedication to the strict observance of Benedict's rule was mingled not with the abrasive, shrill
style of the prophet but with a sweetness and purity of vision that earned him the title Doctor mellifluous.
For he possessed a sense of the love of God, the importance of humility, and the sheer beauty of holiness that
has made his writings favorites of scholars and laymen alike throughout the ages. Here in a new translation
by G.R. Evans are the writings that have had such a major role in shaping the Western monastic tradition and
influencing the development of catholic mystical theology. Together with an introduction by the master of
Bernard studies, Jean Leclercq, they comprise a volume that occupies a place of special importance in the
chronicle of the history of the Western spiritual adventure.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Latin (translation)

From the Back Cover
Here in a new translation by G.R. Evans are the writings that have had such a major role in shaping the
Western monastic tradition and influencing the development of Catholic mystical theology. Together with an
introduction by the master of Bernard studies, jean Leclercq, they comprise a volume that occupies and place
of special importance in the chronicle of the history of the western spiritual adventure.

About the Author

The HarperCollins Spiritual Classics series presents short, accessible introductions to the foundational works
that shaped Western religious thought and culture. This series seeks to find new readers for these dynamic
spiritual voices -- voices that have changed lives throughout the centuries and still can today.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vera Pinckney:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The Classics of
Western Spirituality) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The
Classics of Western Spirituality) is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The Classics of Western
Spirituality). You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jennifer Witherspoon:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Bernard of Clairvaux:
Selected Works (The Classics of Western Spirituality) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.



Clement Williams:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The
Classics of Western Spirituality) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Todd Robinson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works (The Classics of Western
Spirituality) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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