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What is the relationship between cinema and spectator? This is the key question
for film theory, and one that Thomas Elsaesser and Malte Hagener put at the
center of their insightful and engaging book, now revised from its popular first
edition. Every kind of cinema (and every film theory) first imagines an ideal
spectator, and then maps certain dynamic interactions between the screen and the
spectator’s mind, body and senses. Using seven distinctive configurations of
spectator and screen that move progressively from ‘exterior’ to ‘interior’
relationships, the authors retrace the most important stages of film theory from its
beginnings to the present—from neo-realist and modernist theories to
psychoanalytic, ‘apparatus,’ phenomenological and cognitivist theories, and
including recent cross-overs with philosophy and neurology.

This new and updated edition of Film Theory: An Introduction through the
Senses has been extensively revised and rewritten throughout, incorporating
discussion of contemporary films like Her and Gravity, and including a greatly
expanded final chapter, which brings film theory fully into the digital age.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Thomas Elsaesser is Professor Emeritus of Film and Television Studies at the University of Amsterdam and
since 2012 Visiting Professor at Columbia University. His recent books include: Weimar Cinema and After
(Routledge, 2000); Metropolis (BFI, 2000); Studying Contemporary American Film (Hodder, 2002, with
Warren Buckland); European Cinema: Face to Face with Hollywood (Amsterdam University Press, 2005);
The Persistence of Hollywood (Routledge, 2012); and German Cinema – Terror and Trauma (Routledge,
2013).

Malte Hagener is Professor of media studies at Marburg University. He has written Moving Forward,
Looking Back: The European Avant-garde and the Invention of Film Culture, 1919-1939 (Amsterdam
University Press, 2008) and edited many volumes, including The Emergence of Film Culture (Berghahn,
2014).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Film Theory: An Introduction
through the Senses book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Rhonda Yowell:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is
this Film Theory: An Introduction through the Senses.

Kenneth Flowers:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of



stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is Film Theory: An Introduction through the Senses.

Kenneth Kan:

This Film Theory: An Introduction through the Senses is great guide for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Film Theory: An
Introduction through the Senses in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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