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This book examines the decade in office of the Justice and Development Party
(AKP) and its efforts to transform the Turkish republic toward a more Islamist-
oriented system. If it succeeds, Turkey’s dramatic shift will be the most
important change in the Middle East power balance since the 1979 Iranian
revolution and will have equally devastating effects on Western interests.

For more than 80 years Turkey has been ruled by the secular democratic
structures created by Kemal Ataturk. Now, however, the rise of the Justice and
Development Party (AKP) and its series of electoral victories are creating a new
system. Whilst portraying itself as a centre-right reform party, the AKP has been
accused of having an Islamist agenda. After almost a decade in power, there is
serious evidence that this claim is true. At home, the AKP has been changing
basic Turkish attitudes and institutions, from buying up a large portion of the
country’s media to revising its laws, and even taking the lead in the writing of a
new constitution. Internationally, Turkey has moved away from the West and
Israel toward Iran and radical Islamist groups. While its intentions—and ability
to fulfil them—are still unclear, the AKP has been leading the most important
transformation of Turkey since the formation of the republic after World War I.
This book systematically examines the AKP’s ideology, support base, actions in
office, and goals.

This book was published as a special issue of the Turkish Studies.
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This book examines the decade in office of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) and its efforts to
transform the Turkish republic toward a more Islamist-oriented system. If it succeeds, Turkey’s dramatic
shift will be the most important change in the Middle East power balance since the 1979 Iranian revolution
and will have equally devastating effects on Western interests.

For more than 80 years Turkey has been ruled by the secular democratic structures created by Kemal
Ataturk. Now, however, the rise of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) and its series of electoral
victories are creating a new system. Whilst portraying itself as a centre-right reform party, the AKP has been
accused of having an Islamist agenda. After almost a decade in power, there is serious evidence that this
claim is true. At home, the AKP has been changing basic Turkish attitudes and institutions, from buying up a
large portion of the country’s media to revising its laws, and even taking the lead in the writing of a new
constitution. Internationally, Turkey has moved away from the West and Israel toward Iran and radical
Islamist groups. While its intentions—and ability to fulfil them—are still unclear, the AKP has been leading
the most important transformation of Turkey since the formation of the republic after World War I. This
book systematically examines the AKP’s ideology, support base, actions in office, and goals.

This book was published as a special issue of the Turkish Studies.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Barry Rubin is the Director of the Global Research in International Affairs (GLORIA) Center; a senior
fellow at the International Policy Institute for Counter-Terrorism and Professor at the Interdisciplinary
Center (IDC) in Herzliya, Israel. He is the editor of the journal Turkish Studies; the editor of The Middle East
Review of International Affairs (MERIA). His many books include The Long War for Freedom: The Arab
Struggle for Democracy in the Middle East (2005), Hating America: A History (2004) and The Tragedy of
the Middle East (2002).

Birol Yesilada is Professor of Political Science and International Studies and holder of the Contemporary
Turkish Studies Chair at Portland State University. He is co-editor-in-chief of International Studies
Perspectives. He is the author of Comparative Political Parties and Party Elites and co-editor of The
Political and Socioeconomic Transformation of Turkey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlotte Kuester:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Islamization of Turkey under the AKP Rule. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book
Islamization of Turkey under the AKP Rule. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Patricia Carter:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Islamization of Turkey under the AKP Rule.

Evelyn Montgomery:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being



rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Islamization of Turkey under the
AKP Rule or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Islamization of Turkey under the AKP Rule to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Robert Jones:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Islamization of Turkey under the AKP Rule to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about
book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that
the publication Islamization of Turkey under the AKP Rule can to be your brand new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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