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Scholars have examined John Adams’s writings and beliefs for generations, but
no one has brought such impressive credentials to the task as Richard Alan
Ryerson in  John Adams’s Republic. The editor-in-chief of the Massachusetts
Historical Society’s Adams Papers project for nearly two decades, Ryerson offers
readers of this magisterial book a fresh, firmly grounded account of Adams’s
political thought and its development.

Of all the founding fathers, Ryerson argues, John Adams may have worried the
most about the problem of social jealousy and political conflict in the new
republic. Ryerson explains how these concerns, coupled with Adams’s concept of
executive authority and his fear of aristocracy, deeply influenced his political
mindset. He weaves together a close analysis of Adams’s public writings, a
comprehensive chronological narrative beginning in the 1760s, and an
exploration of the second president’s private diary, manuscript autobiography,
and personal and family letters, revealing Adams’s most intimate political
thoughts across six decades.

How, Adams asked, could a self-governing country counter the natural power
and influence of wealthy elites and their friends in government? Ryerson argues
that he came to believe a strong executive could hold at bay the aristocratic
forces that posed the most serious dangers to a republican society. The first study
ever published to closely examine all of Adams’s political writings, from his
youth to his long retirement, John Adams’s Republic should appeal to everyone
who seeks to know more about America’s first major political theorist.
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Scholars have examined John Adams’s writings and beliefs for generations, but no one has brought such
impressive credentials to the task as Richard Alan Ryerson in  John Adams’s Republic. The editor-in-chief of
the Massachusetts Historical Society’s Adams Papers project for nearly two decades, Ryerson offers readers
of this magisterial book a fresh, firmly grounded account of Adams’s political thought and its development.

Of all the founding fathers, Ryerson argues, John Adams may have worried the most about the problem of
social jealousy and political conflict in the new republic. Ryerson explains how these concerns, coupled with
Adams’s concept of executive authority and his fear of aristocracy, deeply influenced his political mindset.
He weaves together a close analysis of Adams’s public writings, a comprehensive chronological narrative
beginning in the 1760s, and an exploration of the second president’s private diary, manuscript
autobiography, and personal and family letters, revealing Adams’s most intimate political thoughts across six
decades.

How, Adams asked, could a self-governing country counter the natural power and influence of wealthy elites
and their friends in government? Ryerson argues that he came to believe a strong executive could hold at bay
the aristocratic forces that posed the most serious dangers to a republican society. The first study ever
published to closely examine all of Adams’s political writings, from his youth to his long retirement, John
Adams’s Republic should appeal to everyone who seeks to know more about America’s first major political
theorist.
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Editorial Review

Review

"No scholar is more qualified to capture the 'whole' Adams. Richard Ryerson has mastered the biographical
details of Adams's public and private life, as well as the trajectory of his thought. More than a study of one
man, this book is an insightful narrative of the founding of the nation."

(Barbara B. Oberg, Princeton University, coeditor of Federalists Reconsidered)

"This is a serious, detailed, and convincing account with few unexplored avenues... Recommended. All
academic levels/libraries."

(Choice)

"... very excellent and elegantly written..."

(Chronicles)

About the Author

Richard Alan Ryerson, the former academic director and historian of the David Library of the American
Revolution, was the editor-in-chief of the Adams Papers from 1983 to 2001.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Stanford:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific John
Adams's Republic: The One, the Few, and the Many book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Billie Sneed:

The e-book with title John Adams's Republic: The One, the Few, and the Many has a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to



yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Nancy Page:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can
read education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The John Adams's Republic: The One, the Few, and the Many will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Debra Capone:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book John Adams's Republic: The One, the Few, and the Many we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by
this book John Adams's Republic: The One, the Few, and the Many. You can more appealing than now.
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