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Ours is a culture riddled with preoccupations about health and disease, this text
puts forward. In this study Sander Gilman demonstrates how images of beauty
and ugliness have constructed a visual history which records the artificial
boundaries that continue to divide "healthy" bodies from ones that are ill. He
shows how cultural fantasies of health and illness have come to be identified and
defined by means of visual, aesthetic criteria - for the healthy is now seen as
beautiful and the ill as ugly. The history of our perception of the "beautiful
body," Gilman finds, is charged with anxieties about contagion and ugliness and,
furthermore, entangled with political implications brought about by our
interpretation of "race" as a medical category. Gilman looks at how 19th-century
theorists collected medical and racial data from the shapes of noses, and at
contemporary fears concerning syphilis, as vividly personified in the diseased
hero of Leroux's "The Phantom of the Opera". He also scrutinizes Mark Twain's
frank account of a visit to the Holy Land for signs of implicit prejudice about the
health or illness of the resident Arabs and Jews. These concerns are brought up-
to-date when the author turns to pathological case histories and recent AIDS
posters issued by governments worldwide.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Each of these essays affords fascinating and provocative interpretations that will be recalled each time one
looks at a new medical image." -- William H. Tucker, Journal of the American Medical Association

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Herrick:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Picturing Health and Illness: Images of Identity and
Difference was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The guide Picturing Health and Illness: Images of Identity and Difference is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book
Picturing Health and Illness: Images of Identity and Difference. You never feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Mary Bolinger:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Picturing Health and
Illness: Images of Identity and Difference book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Robert Russell:

The reason why? Because this Picturing Health and Illness: Images of Identity and Difference is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.



Erik Figaro:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Picturing Health and Illness: Images of Identity and Difference why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.
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