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Kearney addresses one of the key issues of modern European thought—how the
crisis of values (ethics) relates to the crisis of imagination (poetics). Through a
series of in-depth studies of thinkers such as Kierkegaard, Husserl, Heidegger,
Levinas, Ricoeur, Derrida, and others, Kearney explores the ways in which
Continental philosophy, in both its modern and postmodern guises, has
endeavored to respond to these twin crises. Some studies focus on the dilemma of
individual imagination faced with the fragmentation of inherited concepts of
truth, God, or the good. Others concentrate on conflicts internal to the social
imagination of our times—e.g., ideology versus utopia, myth versus critique,
tradition versus reason, modernity versus postmodernity. Kearney also applies
these philosophical disputes to a number of postmodern texts in literature and to
painting and politics.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Richard Kearney's wide-ranging [book] brings together strands of modern thought and sensibility which are
all-too-often held apart."

—Charles Taylor, McGill University, Montreal
2007 Templeton Prize Winner

About the Author
Richard Kearney is Professor of Philosophy at University College Dublin and also Visiting European
Professor for part of the year at Boston College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Brown:

This Poetics of Modernity (Philosophy and Literary Theory) are reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Poetics of Modernity (Philosophy and Literary Theory) can
be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a
person with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Poetics of Modernity (Philosophy and Literary Theory) giving you an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Frances Barrett:

Why? Because this Poetics of Modernity (Philosophy and Literary Theory) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Alexander Taylor:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Poetics of Modernity (Philosophy and
Literary Theory) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be



understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Poetics of Modernity
(Philosophy and Literary Theory) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide
that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Deanna Reed:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Poetics of Modernity (Philosophy and Literary Theory) provide you with new experience in looking at a
book.
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