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"A novel of the first rank, the kind of monumental work Italo Calvino called
‘encyclopedic’ in the way it sweeps up history into a comprehensible and
deeply textured pattern." — THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW

Fearing a death sentence, Octavian and his tutor, Dr. Trefusis, escape through
rising tides and pouring rain to find shelter in British-occupied Boston. Sundered
from all he knows — the College of Lucidity, the rebel cause — Octavian hopes
to find safe harbor. Instead, he is soon to learn of Lord Dunmore's proclamation
offering freedom to slaves who join the counterrevolutionary forces.

In Volume II of his unparalleled masterwork, M. T. Anderson recounts
Octavian's experiences as the Revolutionary War explodes around him, thrusting
him into intense battles and tantalizing him with elusive visions of liberty.
Ultimately, this astonishing narrative escalates to a startling, deeply satisfying
climax, while reexamining our national origins in a singularly provocative light.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Amazon Best of the Month, October 2008: With the publication of The Astonishing Life of Octavian
Nothing, Volume I back in 2006, M.T. Anderson assured readers that his gripping account of the American
Revolution from the perspective of a young slave in colonial Boston would continue. Volume I received the
National Book Award for Young People's Literature, and the anticipation among critics and readers
inevitably grew for the story to continue. Thankfully, Anderson is a man of his word. With The Astonishing
Life of Octavian Nothing, Volume II: The Kingdom on the Waves Anderson has not just delivered an equally
haunting second and final act to his hero's story, he's also completed a literary masterpiece that simply blows
away its limited categorization as Young Adult lit. Octavian II engages the reader (teenaged or otherwise) to
reimagine the birth of the nation from an unfamiliar perspective--that of an African American slave
compelled by incredible circumstance, and the hope of freedom, to fight in a counterrevolutionary army. No
less than David McCullough and Joseph Ellis, Anderson turns everything you thought you knew about
American history sideways. Through his expert incorporation of historical detail and colonial-era voice, the
novel transports us deep into the perilous military and moral battles that defined the American Revolution.
That these historical conflicts continue to inform today's charged debates about national identity and purpose
makes his novels all the more relevant and powerful. --Lauren Nemroff

Read a Letter from the Author on What Inspired The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing
(CLICK on Image to Enlarge)



From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 9 Up—Octavian, the 16-year-old slave whose story began in The Pox Party
(Candlewick, 2006), continues his search for identity in this brilliant, affecting, and philosophical sequel.
Octavian and his tutor escape from Octavian's master to relative safety in Boston where Octavian finds work
as a violinist in a military band. After hearing of Lord Dunmore's promise of freedom for slaves, he enlists in
the Royal Ethiopian Regiment. Following a loss at Norfolk, they then take up quarters aboard British ships,
barely fending off starvation and smallpox. Octavian's uncertainty and doubt are tangible throughout. His
detailed first-person narration is written in the richly expansive 18th-century prose introduced in volume one.
He records the story while reviewing (and revealing to readers) his diary entries from the past year, so that
"none of this shall pass from remembrance." He endures abuse, shame, grief, and humiliation, and comes
close to despair; however, he is ultimately hopeful that humanity can aspire to more than warring and
despoiling. Teens will identify with Octavian's internal tumult, how he experiences events as being acted
upon him, and his transition from observer to participant, from boy to man. More than fascinating historical



fiction, this is also a thoughtful and timeless examination of the nature of humanity and a critique of how
society addresses (or ignores) identity, freedom, and oppression. Anderson's masterful pacing, surprising use
of imagery and symbolism, and adeptness at crafting structure make this a powerful reimagining of slavery
and the American Revolution dazzle.—Amy J. Chow, The Brearley School, New York City
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The story begun in The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation; v. 1:
The Pox Party (2006), a National Book Award winner and a Printz Honor Book, continues in this volume,
which offers more awe-inspiring reinterpretations of America’s birth. After escaping the members of an
Enlightenment college, Octavian, a teenage black slave, flees with his sympathetic tutor to the imperiled city
of Boston, where the pair pose as loyalists to the Crown. As the war escalates, Octavian joins a Loyalist navy
regiment that promises freedom to African Americans and enters into battle against the Patriots. Aside from
a few essential interjections from others, Octavian narrates in the same graphic, challenging language used in
the previous book, which Anderson has described as a “unintelligible eighteenth-century Johnsonian
Augustan prose.” But readers need not grasp every reference in the rich, elegant tangle of dialects to
appreciate this piercing exposé of our country’s founding hypocrisies. Even more present in this volume are
passionate questions, directly relevant to teens’ lives, about basic human struggles for independence,
identity, freedom, love, and the need to reconcile the past. Viewed through historical hindsight, Octavian’s
final, wounded optimism (“No other human generation hath done other than despoil, perhaps we shall be the
first”) will resonate strongly with contemporary teens. Grades 10-12. --Gillian Engberg

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marc Gaul:

This The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume II: The Kingdom on the
Waves are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation
of this The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume II: The Kingdom on the
Waves can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed an individual with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside
that this The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume II: The Kingdom on the
Waves forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jane Garner:

Precisely why? Because this The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume II:
The Kingdom on the Waves is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Edward Donnelly:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list will be The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation,
Volume II: The Kingdom on the Waves. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Candy Smith:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book The
Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume II: The Kingdom on the Waves we can
have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by
this book The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume II: The Kingdom on the
Waves. You can more appealing than now.
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