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Since its first use in 1890, the electric chair has been the means of legal execution
for over 4,300 individuals in 23 states. Its use in recent years has steadily
declined, and in many states now the chair is used only as a museum display.
This book provides a history of the electric chair and analyzes its features, its
development, and the manner of its use.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Opponents of capital punishment have often condemned the methods of execution as vehemently as the
executions themselves. Brandon (Keene State Coll., NH) contends that, in modern times, the electric chair is
the most barbaric of all the methods. Ironically, although intended as a humane alternative to hanging and
supported by such illustrious names as Thomas Edison, the chair has had a ghastly history of botched or
gruesome executions. One must admire Brandon's extensive research. Beginning from the first execution of
William Kemmler in 1890, the author furnishes detail after detail of inside information. He personalizes not
only the condemned but the executioners as well. His portrait of executioner Robert Elliott, who often killed
several men in one day, is priceless. Brandon never says that he is opposed to capital punishment, leaving
readers to draw their own conclusions, but he does say loud and clear that electrocution should be replaced
by lethal injectionAwhich he considers a truly more humane alternative. This book is certainly not for
everyone, but for crime buffs with a stomach for gruesome details, it is essential.AFrances O. Sandiford,
Green Haven Correctional Facility Lib., Stormville, NY
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A history of the first decade of the electric chair. Brandon tells an absorbing story...an excellent, readable
work" --Choice

"One must admire Brandon's extensive research...essential" --Library Journal

"Highly readable, meticulously documented and absolutely fascinating history...an important contribution to
the ongoing debate over capital punishment in this state and this country...recommended" --Bookmarks

About the Author
Professor Craig Brandon teaches writing at Keene State College in New Hampshire. He is the author of
numerous articles and a book of popular history, and was a newspaper journalist for two decades. He has
served as an on-air expert for PBS, NBC, and History Channel television programs, and lives in Surry, New
Hampshire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Rocha:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Electric Chair: An Unnatural American History book is readable through you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding The
Electric Chair: An Unnatural American History content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So
, do you even now thinking The Electric Chair: An Unnatural American History is not loveable to be your
top list reading book?



Paul Lopez:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Electric
Chair: An Unnatural American History, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Rigoberto Stansell:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Electric Chair: An Unnatural
American History which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Elizabeth Smith:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the The Electric Chair: An Unnatural American History when you essential it?
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