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"Thisis agenuine foundational work in Islamic studies. It is an open door into
the very heart of Islamic civilization, while at the same time it suggests the bases
of important comparisons and insights for those interested in cognate areasin
Western cultures.

"It isafascinating, truly original work in both its guiding perspectives and its
comprehensive, clearly presented account of acentral dimension of Islam. There
isnothing like it, and it deserves awide audience.” -- James W. Morris, Oberlin
College

"It clearly, competently, and comprehensively describes the worldview implicit
in the medieval Islamic "wisdom™ tradition represented by Sufism and Shi'i
philosophy, particularly the way that gender concepts are implicit in their
cosmology and psychology, and can be related to the Taoist concepts of yin and
yang. The author's critique of feminism and modern reformism on thisbasisis
penetrating." -- Valerie Hoffman-Ladd, University of Illinois

The Tao of Idamisarich and diverse anthology of 1damic teachings on the
nature of the relationships between God and the world, the world and the human
being, and the human being and God. Focusing on gender symbolism, Sachiko
Murata shows that Muslim authors frequently analyze the divine reaity and its
connections with the cosmic and human domains with aview toward a
complementarity or polarity of principles that is anal ogous to the Chinese idea of

yin/yang.

Murata believes that the unity of 1slamic thought is found, not so much in the
ideas discussed, as in the types of relationships that are set up among realities.
She pays particular attention to the views of various figures commonly known as
"Sufis' and "philosophers,”" since they approach these topics with a flexibility
and subtlety not found in other schools of thought. She translates several hundred
pages, most for the first time, from more than thirty important Muslims including
the Ikhwan al-Safa’, Avicenna, and Ibn al-'Arabi.
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"Thisis agenuine foundational work in Islamic studies. It is an open door into the very heart of Islamic
civilization, while at the same time it suggests the bases of important comparisons and insights for those
interested in cognate areas in Western cultures.

"It isafascinating, truly origina work in both its guiding perspectives and its comprehensive, clearly
presented account of a central dimension of Islam. Thereis nothing like it, and it deserves a wide audience.”
-- James W. Morris, Oberlin College

"It clearly, competently, and comprehensively describes the worldview implicit in the medieval 1slamic
"wisdom" tradition represented by Sufism and Shi'i philosophy, particularly the way that gender concepts are
implicit in their cosmology and psychology, and can be related to the Taoist concepts of yin and yang. The
author's critigue of feminism and modern reformism on this basisis penetrating.” -- Valerie Hoffman-Ladd,
University of Illinois

The Tao of Isamisarich and diverse anthology of Islamic teachings on the nature of the relationships
between God and the world, the world and the human being, and the human being and God. Focusing on
gender symbolism, Sachiko Murata shows that Muslim authors frequently analyze the divine reality and its
connections with the cosmic and human domains with a view toward a complementarity or polarity of
principles that is analogous to the Chinese idea of yin/yang.

Murata believes that the unity of 1slamic thought is found, not so much in the ideas discussed, asin the types
of relationships that are set up among realities. She pays particular attention to the views of various figures
commonly known as "Sufis" and "philosophers," since they approach these topics with aflexibility and
subtlety not found in other schools of thought. She translates several hundred pages, most for the first time,
from more than thirty important Muslims including the Ikhwan al-Safa, Avicenna, and Ibn al-'Arabi.
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Editorial Review

Review

Thisisagenuine foundational work in Islamic studies. It is an open door into the very heart of Islamic
civilization, while at the same time it suggests the bases of important comparisons and insights for those
interested in cognate areas in Western cultures.

It isafascinating, truly original work in both its guiding perspectives and its comprehensive, clearly
presented account of a central dimension of Islam. Thereis nothing like it, and it deserves a wide audience.
James W. Morris, Oberlin College

It clearly, competently, and comprehensively describes the worldview implicit in the medieval Islamic
wisdom tradition represented by Sufism and Shi i philosophy, particularly the way that gender concepts are
implicit in their cosmology and psychology, and can be related to the Taoist concepts of yin and yang. The
author s critique of feminism and modern reformism on this basisis penetrating. Valerie Hoffman-Ladd,
University of Illinois"

"Thisis agenuine foundational work in Islamic studies. It is an open door into the very heart of Islamic
civilization, while at the same time it suggests the bases of important comparisons and insights for those
interested in cognate areas in Western cultures.

"It isafascinating, truly origina work in both its guiding perspectives and its comprehensive, clearly
presented account of a central dimension of Islam. Thereis nothing like it, and it deserves a wide audience.”
-- James W. Morris, Oberlin College

"It clearly, competently, and comprehensively describes the worldview implicit in the medieval 1slamic
"wisdom" tradition represented by Sufism and Shi'i philosophy, particularly the way that gender concepts are
implicit in their cosmology and psychology, and can be related to the Taoist concepts of yin and yang. The
author's critique of feminism and modern reformism on this basisis penetrating.” -- Vaerie Hoffman-Ladd,
University of Illinois

About the Author
Sachiko Muratais Professor of Religious Studies at the State University of New Y ork, Stony Brook.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Trumbo:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying
abook? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationshipsin Islamic
Thought.



Calvin Cline:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Tao of
Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationshipsin Islamic Thought? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.

Y ou already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Sylvia Grable:

The book The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationshipsin Islamic Thought give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading abook The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationships in Islamic Thought for being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about afew or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Tao
of Idam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationshipsin Islamic Thought. Kinds of book are alot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jon Fusdlier:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for al of us. The book The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender
Relationshipsin Islamic Thought has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook
on Gender Relationshipsin Islamic Thought is not only giving you more new information but also being
your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your current spend timeto read your guide. Try to
make relationship using the book The Tao of Islam: A Sourcebook on Gender Relationshipsin Islamic
Thought. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.
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