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In “Writing Subtext,” editor and author Elizabeth Lyon shows writers how to
craft subtext that develops characters, boosts suspense, and reinforces theme.
Subtext is one of the most elusive and powerful elements of craft. Literally
meaning what lies beneath the text, it is an undercurrent, a hidden agenda, a vibe,
a reinforcement of theme, and it exists in what is implied but not explicitly
spelled out. It has impact because what you don’t say is often more powerful than
what you do say. Examples of subtext are drawn from classic and contemporary
novels in multiple genres related to sexual attraction, predator menace, and
unaware and naïve characters. Lyon demystifies techniques for developing
subtext including the use of character development, nature and human settings,
mood and atmosphere, and imagery and symbolism. Lyon uses the same incisive
and clear instruction that she is well known for in Manuscript Makeover. For
many writers, adding subtext is the missing link to writing powerful prose.
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In “Writing Subtext,” editor and author Elizabeth Lyon shows writers how to craft subtext that develops
characters, boosts suspense, and reinforces theme. Subtext is one of the most elusive and powerful elements
of craft. Literally meaning what lies beneath the text, it is an undercurrent, a hidden agenda, a vibe, a
reinforcement of theme, and it exists in what is implied but not explicitly spelled out. It has impact because
what you don’t say is often more powerful than what you do say. Examples of subtext are drawn from classic
and contemporary novels in multiple genres related to sexual attraction, predator menace, and unaware and
naïve characters. Lyon demystifies techniques for developing subtext including the use of character
development, nature and human settings, mood and atmosphere, and imagery and symbolism. Lyon uses the
same incisive and clear instruction that she is well known for in Manuscript Makeover. For many writers,
adding subtext is the missing link to writing powerful prose.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Elizabeth Lyon is the author of Manuscript Makeover, featured in The Writer magazine as "One of 8 Great
Writing Books" in 2008, described by reviewer Chuck Leddy as "perhaps the most comprehensive book on
revising fiction." Lyon is the author of A Writer's Guide to Fiction, The Sell Your Novel Toolkit, A Writer's
Guide to Nonfiction, and her first, widely acclaimed book, Nonfiction Book Proposals Anybody Can Write.
A teacher who loves teaching, Lyon has presented workshops on all aspects of writing craft to writing
groups, conferences, and organizations. She has worked as an independent book editor since 1988,
participating in a long list of Client Successes (www.elizabethlyon.com).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Writing Subtext: How to craft subtext that develops characters,
boosts suspense, and reinforces theme (Elizabeth Lyon on writing). Try to make book Writing Subtext: How
to craft subtext that develops characters, boosts suspense, and reinforces theme (Elizabeth Lyon on writing)
as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Thomas Berg:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Writing Subtext: How to craft subtext that
develops characters, boosts suspense, and reinforces theme (Elizabeth Lyon on writing). All type of book is
it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Donna Cancel:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Writing Subtext: How to craft
subtext that develops characters, boosts suspense, and reinforces theme (Elizabeth Lyon on writing), you are



able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Howard Joyce:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it.
It is called of book Writing Subtext: How to craft subtext that develops characters, boosts suspense, and
reinforces theme (Elizabeth Lyon on writing). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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