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A Geek in Thailand is a light-hearted but perceptive look at one of the
world's most visited countries from the viewpoint of a young foreign
resident.

More than just a Thai travel guide, it offers a concise but insightful take on
Thailand for tourists, expats, would-be expats, and others—anyone, in fact, with
an interest in visiting or learning about the Land of Smiles.

Packed with short articles accompanied by sidebar stories and interviews and
evocative color photographs, the author paints a vivid and revealing picture of a
country built on a deep reverence for nation, religion and monarchy, yet with its
own distinct, individualistic perspective.

Subjects range from the touchstones of Thai culture and history, such as its
politics and economy, Buddhism and folklore, to chapters on traditional Thai
design and craftsmanship, including its highly acclaimed architecture and fine
silk textiles. There are also chapters on the globally popular Thai food and
entertainment like kickboxing and cabaret. Chapters on the Thai character and
cultural do's and don'ts will allow the reader to go beyond the Thai smile.

For visitors to the country, the author includes his top ten things to see and do in
the main tourist destinations as well as an account of the main festivals and tips
on getting around.

A Geek in Thailand contains titbits that on the surface may seem as weird as they
are wonderful but are sure to spark the reader's interest.
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For visitors to the country, the author includes his top ten things to see and do in the main tourist destinations
as well as an account of the main festivals and tips on getting around.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In an age of attenuated attention spans this book moves quickly from subject to subject and packs a lot into
its 160 pages…A Geek in Thailand should still please many different kinds of readers, from the newbie
traveler who can pick up a lot of road tips and enjoy some excellent maps in the concluding chapter about
travel, to the new expat looking for work and trying to make sense of a baffling workplace, or even the expat
veterans." —Bangkok101

"...a lucid, well-researched study of the Land of Smiles — and a refreshing departure from well-trodden
paths... A Geek in Thailand offers a convincing picture and one that will enrich the uninitiated's
understanding of our strange land." —The Nation

"With a masterly touch, Jody Houton explains what makes Thais tick. This is a highly readable book.
Houton's insights will save you years of head scratching and embarrassing confusion. A well-illustrated
volume, it's also a joy to read in one sitting." —Alan Morison, editor of Phuketwan

"Jody Houton's pleasant and insightful book surfs through the quirky, the profound and the plainly
inexplicable culture hot points of Thailand." —Kong Rithdee, deputy editor of Life, Bangkok Post

"Packed with short articles accompanied by sidebar stories and interviews and evocative color photographs,
Houton touches on the variety of Thai's daily life…" —Shanghai Daily

"A Geek in Thailand is better than a guidebook: it's a roadmap of the Thai psyche, a territory that can be just
as fascinating (and just as perilous) as the physical terrain explored by more run-of-the-mill travel
publications." —About.com

"Warning: after reading this alluring book, you will have to travel to Thailand." —Library Journal

"If you wish to travel to Thailand, holiday there, work there, or you just enjoy travel stories, this is the book
for you. It is filled with facts and stories that instantly immerse you in the culture and country." —Blue Wolf
Reviews

About the Author
Jody Houton is a UK-born journalist who has traveled extensively since leaving university, and lived and
worked in several different countries before settling in Thailand. His work at a number of Thai newspapers,
magazines and radio stations in both the tourist area of Phuket and the capital city of Bangkok has allowed
him access to some of the country's most interesting, bizarre and influential people and given him the
opportunity to delve more deeply into the Thai psyche, lifestyle, culture and experience. It has also given
him a unique vantage point to speak on Thailand and Thai people from the perspective of tourist, foreigner,
expat and resident. The expat experience, in particular, has enabled him to form an unbiased interpretation of
the benefits and disadvantages of being a foreigner living and working in Thailand.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



John Casale:

The book A Geek in Thailand: Discovering the Land of Golden Buddhas, Pad Thai and Kickboxing will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book A Geek in Thailand:
Discovering the Land of Golden Buddhas, Pad Thai and Kickboxing is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Edna McArdle:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled A Geek in Thailand: Discovering the Land of Golden Buddhas, Pad Thai and Kickboxing your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The A Geek in Thailand: Discovering the Land of
Golden Buddhas, Pad Thai and Kickboxing giving you one more experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at
it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Vincent Newton:

A Geek in Thailand: Discovering the Land of Golden Buddhas, Pad Thai and Kickboxing can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in
writing A Geek in Thailand: Discovering the Land of Golden Buddhas, Pad Thai and Kickboxing yet doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can
be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Mary Quinn:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This A Geek in Thailand: Discovering the
Land of Golden Buddhas, Pad Thai and Kickboxing is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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