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No city but Florence contains such an intense concentration of art produced in
such a short span of time. The sheer number and proximity of works of painting,
sculpture, and architecture in Florence can be so overwhelming that Florentine
hospitals treat hundreds of visitors each year for symptoms brought on by trying
to see them all, an illness famously identified with the French author Stendhal.

While most guidebooks offer only brief descriptions of a large number of works,
with little discussion of the historical background, Judith Testa gives a fresh
perspective on the rich and brilliant art of the Florentine Renaissance in An Art
Lover’s Guide to Florence. Concentrating on a number of the greatest works, by
such masters as Botticelli and Michelangelo, Testa explains each piece in terms
of what it meant to the people who produced it and for whom they made it, deftly
treating the complex interplay of politics, sex, and religion that were involved in
the creation of those works.
 
With Testa as a guide, armchair travelers and tourists alike will delight in the
fascinating world of Florentine art and history.
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No city but Florence contains such an intense concentration of art produced in such a short span of time. The
sheer number and proximity of works of painting, sculpture, and architecture in Florence can be so
overwhelming that Florentine hospitals treat hundreds of visitors each year for symptoms brought on by
trying to see them all, an illness famously identified with the French author Stendhal.

While most guidebooks offer only brief descriptions of a large number of works, with little discussion of the
historical background, Judith Testa gives a fresh perspective on the rich and brilliant art of the Florentine
Renaissance in An Art Lover’s Guide to Florence. Concentrating on a number of the greatest works, by such
masters as Botticelli and Michelangelo, Testa explains each piece in terms of what it meant to the people
who produced it and for whom they made it, deftly treating the complex interplay of politics, sex, and
religion that were involved in the creation of those works.
 
With Testa as a guide, armchair travelers and tourists alike will delight in the fascinating world of Florentine
art and history.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An informative and erudite guide for art lovers, visitors or armchair travelers.”—Chicago Tribune

About the Author

Judith Testa is professor emerita at Northern Illinois University and author of Rome is Love Spelled
Backward: Enjoying Art and Architecture in the Eternal City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Loretta Claybrooks:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this An Art Lover's Guide to Florence, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Noah Hansell:

The book with title An Art Lover's Guide to Florence contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Hazel Freese:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this An Art Lover's Guide to Florence can make you experience more
interested to read.



Mike Costello:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually An Art Lover's Guide
to Florence.
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