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Combining history, autobiography, and ethnography, Georges Woke Up
Laughing provides a portrait of the Haitian experience of migration to the United
States that illuminates the phenomenon of long-distance nationalism, the
voicelessness of certain citizens, and the impotency of government in an
increasingly globalized world. By presenting lively ruminations on his life as a
Haitian immigrant, Georges Eugene Fouron—along with Nina Glick Schiller,
whose own family history stems from Poland and Russia—captures the daily
struggles for survival that bind together those who emigrate and those who stay
behind.
According to a long-standing myth, once emigrants leave their
homelands—particularly if they emigrate to the United States—they sever old
nationalistic ties, assimilate, and happily live the American dream. In fact, many
migrants remain intimately and integrally tied to their ancestral homeland,
sometimes even after they become legal citizens of another country. In Georges
Woke Up Laughing the authors reveal the realities and dilemmas that underlie the
efforts of long-distance nationalists to redefine citizenship, race, nationality, and
political loyalty. Through discussions of the history and economics that link the
United States with countries around the world, Glick Schiller and Fouron
highlight the forces that shape emigrants’ experiences of government and
citizenship and create a transborder citizenry. Arguing that governments of many
countries today have almost no power to implement policies that will assist their
citizens, the authors provide insights into the ongoing sociological,
anthropological, and political effects of globalization.
Georges Woke up Laughing will entertain and inform those who are concerned
about the rights of people and the power of their governments within the
globalizing economy.

“In my dream I was young and in Haiti with my friends, laughing, joking, and
having a wonderful time. I was walking down the main street of my hometown of
Aux Cayes. The sun was shining, the streets were clean, and the port was
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bustling with ships. At first I was laughing because of the feeling of happiness
that stayed with me, even after I woke up. I tried to explain my wonderful dream
to my wife, Rolande. Then I laughed again but this time not from joy. I had been
dreaming of a Haiti that never was.”—from Georges Woke Up Laughing
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Combining history, autobiography, and ethnography, Georges Woke Up Laughing provides a portrait of the
Haitian experience of migration to the United States that illuminates the phenomenon of long-distance
nationalism, the voicelessness of certain citizens, and the impotency of government in an increasingly
globalized world. By presenting lively ruminations on his life as a Haitian immigrant, Georges Eugene
Fouron—along with Nina Glick Schiller, whose own family history stems from Poland and Russia—captures
the daily struggles for survival that bind together those who emigrate and those who stay behind.
According to a long-standing myth, once emigrants leave their homelands—particularly if they emigrate to
the United States—they sever old nationalistic ties, assimilate, and happily live the American dream. In fact,
many migrants remain intimately and integrally tied to their ancestral homeland, sometimes even after they
become legal citizens of another country. In Georges Woke Up Laughing the authors reveal the realities and
dilemmas that underlie the efforts of long-distance nationalists to redefine citizenship, race, nationality, and
political loyalty. Through discussions of the history and economics that link the United States with countries
around the world, Glick Schiller and Fouron highlight the forces that shape emigrants’ experiences of
government and citizenship and create a transborder citizenry. Arguing that governments of many countries
today have almost no power to implement policies that will assist their citizens, the authors provide insights
into the ongoing sociological, anthropological, and political effects of globalization.
Georges Woke up Laughing will entertain and inform those who are concerned about the rights of people and
the power of their governments within the globalizing economy.

“In my dream I was young and in Haiti with my friends, laughing, joking, and having a wonderful time. I
was walking down the main street of my hometown of Aux Cayes. The sun was shining, the streets were
clean, and the port was bustling with ships. At first I was laughing because of the feeling of happiness that
stayed with me, even after I woke up. I tried to explain my wonderful dream to my wife, Rolande. Then I
laughed again but this time not from joy. I had been dreaming of a Haiti that never was.”—from Georges
Woke Up Laughing
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Editorial Review

Review

“Nina Glick Schiller and Georges Eugene Fouron do a masterful job of describing the full spectrum of
factors shaping the experience of migration, ranging from utopian dreams of the home country to the hard
reality that some states are only apparent states. This is a work of inspired ethnographic research, stunning
scholarship, and creative grace and energy.”—Karen McCarthy Brown, author of Mama Lola: A Vodou
Priestess in Brooklyn

From the Publisher
“Nina Glick Schiller and Georges Eugene Fouron do a masterful job of describing the full spectrum of
factors shaping the experience of migration, ranging from utopian dreams of the home country to the hard
reality that some states are only apparent states. This is a work of inspired ethnographic research, stunning
scholarship, and creative grace and energy.”—Karen McCarthy Brown, author of Mama Lola: A Vodou
Priestess in Brooklyn

From the Back Cover
"Nina Glick Schiller and Georges Eugene Fouron do a masterful job of describing the full spectrum of
factors shaping the experience of migration, ranging from utopian dreams of the home country to the hard
reality that some states are only apparent states. This is a work of inspired ethnographic research, stunning
scholarship, and creative grace and energy."--Karen McCarthy Brown, author of "Mama Lola: A Vodou
Priestess in Brooklyn"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lily Terry:

Here thing why this specific Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism and the Search for
Home (American Encounters/Global Interactions) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism and the Search for Home (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no reserve that similar with Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism
and the Search for Home (American Encounters/Global Interactions). It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long-
Distance Nationalism and the Search for Home (American Encounters/Global Interactions) in e-book can be
your alternate.



Francisco Morgan:

Beside this Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism and the Search for Home (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge
or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Georges Woke Up
Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism and the Search for Home (American Encounters/Global Interactions)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what
it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and
read it from now!

Mary Lamm:

This Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism and the Search for Home (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long-Distance
Nationalism and the Search for Home (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

David Gaiter:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which
filled update of news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just looking for the Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism and the
Search for Home (American Encounters/Global Interactions) when you necessary it?
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