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Eleanor of Aquitaine (1124-1204), queen of France and England and mother of
two kings, has often been described as one of the most remarkable women of the
Middle Ages. Yet her real achievements have been embellished--and even
obscured--by myths that have grown up over eight centuries. This process began
in her own lifetime, as chroniclers reported rumours of her scandalous conduct
on crusade, and has continued ever since. She has been variously viewed as an
adulterous queen, a monstrous mother and a jealous murderess, but also as a
patron of literature, champion of courtly love and proto-feminist defender of
women's rights. Inventing Eleanor interrogates the myths that have grown up
around the figure of Eleanor of Aquitaine and investigates how and why
historians and artists have invented an Eleanor who is very different from the
12th-century queen. The book first considers the medieval primary sources and
then proceeds to trace the post-medieval development of the image of Eleanor,
from demonic queen to feminist icon, in historiography and the broader culture.
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Eleanor of Aquitaine (1124-1204), queen of France and England and mother of two kings, has often been
described as one of the most remarkable women of the Middle Ages. Yet her real achievements have been
embellished--and even obscured--by myths that have grown up over eight centuries. This process began in
her own lifetime, as chroniclers reported rumours of her scandalous conduct on crusade, and has continued
ever since. She has been variously viewed as an adulterous queen, a monstrous mother and a jealous
murderess, but also as a patron of literature, champion of courtly love and proto-feminist defender of
women's rights. Inventing Eleanor interrogates the myths that have grown up around the figure of Eleanor of
Aquitaine and investigates how and why historians and artists have invented an Eleanor who is very different
from the 12th-century queen. The book first considers the medieval primary sources and then proceeds to
trace the post-medieval development of the image of Eleanor, from demonic queen to feminist icon, in
historiography and the broader culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Inventing Eleanor has much to offer both the historian and the interested public in its tightly focused study
of Eleanor's enduring image ... An engaging examination of Eleanor's myth, legend and long-term image
which is an excellent addition to scholarship not only on Eleanor, but also in terms of studies of the Middle
Ages, Medievalism and queenship” ?Reviews in History

About the Author
Michael R. Evans has lectured in medieval history at several universities in Britain and the United States. He
is currently a lecturer at Central Michigan University, USA. He published The Death of Kings: Royal Deaths
in Medieval England (2003).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Smith:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you
busy particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Inventing Eleanor: The Medieval and
Post-Medieval Image of Eleanor of Aquitaine to read.

Hazel Gannon:

The reserve with title Inventing Eleanor: The Medieval and Post-Medieval Image of Eleanor of Aquitaine
has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of
book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Brooke Gafford:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Inventing Eleanor: The Medieval and Post-
Medieval Image of Eleanor of Aquitaine, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need



to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Tonette Land:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Inventing Eleanor: The Medieval
and Post-Medieval Image of Eleanor of Aquitaine that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Inventing Eleanor: The Medieval and Post-Medieval
Image of Eleanor of Aquitaine become your current starter.
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