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Fantasy is a creation of the Enlightenment, and the recognition that excitement
and wonder can be found in imagining impossible things. From the ghost stories
of the Gothic to the zombies and vampires of twenty-first-century popular
literature, from Mrs Radcliffe to Ms Rowling, the fantastic has been popular with
readers. Since Tolkien and his many imitators, however, it has become a mgjor
publishing phenomenon. In this volume, critics and authors of fantasy look at its
history since the Enlightenment, introduce readers to some of the different codes
for the reading and understanding of fantasy, and examine some of the many
varieties and subgenres of fantasy; from magical realism at the more literary end
of the genre, to paranormal romance at the more popular end. The book is edited
by the same pair who produced The Cambridge Companion to Science Fiction
(winner of aHugo Award in 2005).
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Fantasy is a creation of the Enlightenment, and the recognition that excitement and wonder can be found in
imagining impossible things. From the ghost stories of the Gothic to the zombies and vampires of twenty-
first-century popular literature, from Mrs Radcliffe to Ms Rowling, the fantastic has been popular with
readers. Since Tolkien and his many imitators, however, it has become a major publishing phenomenon. In
this volume, critics and authors of fantasy look at its history since the Enlightenment, introduce readers to
some of the different codes for the reading and understanding of fantasy, and examine some of the many
varieties and subgenres of fantasy; from magical realism at the more literary end of the genre, to paranormal
romance at the more popular end. The book is edited by the same pair who produced The Cambridge
Companion to Science Fiction (winner of a Hugo Award in 2005).
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Editorial Review

Review

'‘Given that genre isredly a construction of critics, librarians and booksellers, designed to place booksin a
way that they can be more easily found by consumers, and that fantasy literature is less easy to define than,
say, crime fiction, this companion has a large field to cover and does an admirable job of presenting a good
overview of the many authors who fit into this [particular] niche.' Stuart Bentley, Reference Reviews

About the Author

Edward James is Professor of Medieval History at University College Dublin. He won the University of
Cdlifornias Eaton Prize for his book Science Fiction in the Twentieth Century (1994) and a Hugo Award for
(jointly) editing The Cambridge Companion to Science Fiction. He co-wrote, with Farah Mendlesohn, A
Short History of Fantasy (2009) and he has co-edited a number of other books, all of them essay collections,
with Farah Mendlesohn and others. One of these isthe first and only academic book on Terry Pratchett,
called Terry Pratchett: Guilty of Literature (first edition 2000, shortlisted for a Hugo Award in 2001). Heis
currently working on book-length studies of Gregory of Tours and Lois McMaster Bujold.

Farah Mendlesohn is Reader in Science Fiction and Fantasy at Middlesex University. She was editor of
Foundation: The International Review of Science Fiction from 2001 to 2007 and has also edited or co-edited
several collections of essays, including Terry Pratchett: Guilty of Literature (with Edward James, first edition
2000, shortlisted for aHugo Award in 2001). In 2003 she co-edited The Cambridge Companion to Science
Fiction with Edward James (which won the Hugo Award for Best Related Book at the 2005 World Science
Fiction Convention). She has edited two anthologies of original science fiction and fantasy, including
Glorifying Terrorism in 2007, and co-wrote A Short History of Fantasy (with Edward James, 2009). Sheis
probably best known for her book Rhetorics of Fantasy (2008), which is recognised as one of the most
significant contributions to the study of fantasy and was shortlisted for several awards, winning the British
Science Fiction Association award. Sheis currently working on abook on children's fantasy for Cambridge
University Press (with Michael Levey) and on a study of the children's writer Geoffrey Trease.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mar cus Galvan:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This The Cambridge Companion to Fantasy Literature (Cambridge Companionsto
Literature) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. Thewriter of The Cambridge Companion to Fantasy Literature (Cambridge Companions to
Literature) content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The Cambridge
Companion to Fantasy Literature (Cambridge Companionsto Literature) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?



David Waymire:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especiadly fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Cambridge Companion to Fantasy Literature (Cambridge Companionsto Literature), it is possible to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading areserve.

Kathy Fredette:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you haveto do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of several booksin the
top checklist in your reading list will be The Cambridge Companion to Fantasy Literature (Cambridge
Companionsto Literature). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

FrancesDrury:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Cambridge Companion to Fantasy Literature
(Cambridge Companions to Literature) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book The Cambridge Companion to Fantasy Literature (Cambridge Companions to Literature) has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
that will.
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