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Why Eleven Antilleans Knelt before Chopin's Heart is not your usual musical
scholarship. In October 1999, eleven Antilleans attended the service held to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of Fr?d?ric Chopin?s death. This service,
held in the Warsaw church where the composer?s heart is kept in an urn, was an
opportunity for these Antilleans to express their debt of gratitude to Chopin,
whose influence is central to Antillean music history. Press coverage of this
event caused Dutch novelist and author Jan Brokken (b. 1949) to start writing
this book, based on notes he took while living on Cura?ao from 1993 to 2002.

Anyone hoping to discover an overlooked chapter of Caribbean music and music
history will be amply rewarded with this Dutch-Caribbean perspective on the
pan-Caribbean process of creolization. On Cura?ao, the history and legacy of
slavery shaped culture and music, affecting all the New World. Brokken?s
portraits of prominent Dutch Antillean composers are interspersed with cultural
and music history. He puts the Dutch Caribbean?s contributions into a broader
context by also examining the nineteenth-century works by pianist Louis Moreau
Gottschalk from New Orleans and Manuel Saumell from Cuba. Brokken explores
the African component of Dutch Antillean music?examining the history of the
rhythm and music known as tamb? as well as American jazz pianist Chick
Corea?s fascination with the tumba rhythm from Cura?ao. The book ends with a
discussion of how recent Dutch Caribbean adaptations of European dance forms
have shifted from a classical approach to contemporary forms of Latin jazz.
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Why Eleven Antilleans Knelt before Chopin's Heart is not your usual musical scholarship. In October 1999,
eleven Antilleans attended the service held to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Fr?d?ric Chopin?s
death. This service, held in the Warsaw church where the composer?s heart is kept in an urn, was an
opportunity for these Antilleans to express their debt of gratitude to Chopin, whose influence is central to
Antillean music history. Press coverage of this event caused Dutch novelist and author Jan Brokken (b.
1949) to start writing this book, based on notes he took while living on Cura?ao from 1993 to 2002.

Anyone hoping to discover an overlooked chapter of Caribbean music and music history will be amply
rewarded with this Dutch-Caribbean perspective on the pan-Caribbean process of creolization. On Cura?ao,
the history and legacy of slavery shaped culture and music, affecting all the New World. Brokken?s portraits
of prominent Dutch Antillean composers are interspersed with cultural and music history. He puts the Dutch
Caribbean?s contributions into a broader context by also examining the nineteenth-century works by pianist
Louis Moreau Gottschalk from New Orleans and Manuel Saumell from Cuba. Brokken explores the African
component of Dutch Antillean music?examining the history of the rhythm and music known as tamb? as
well as American jazz pianist Chick Corea?s fascination with the tumba rhythm from Cura?ao. The book
ends with a discussion of how recent Dutch Caribbean adaptations of European dance forms have shifted
from a classical approach to contemporary forms of Latin jazz.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jan Brokken, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, was a journalist for several major Dutch papers. He is the author
of the critically acclaimed and bestselling novels The Blind Passengers, The Sad Champion, Jungle Rudy, In
The Poets House, and Baltic Souls. His works have been translated into several languages.

Scott Rollins, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, has been a cultural entrepreneur in music, literature, and film
for more than forty years. He has published three volumes of his own poetry, and his translations of Dutch
and Flemish poetry have appeared in the Boston Review, Callaloo, and Five Fingers Review, among others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bryan Smith:

The book The Music of the Netherlands Antilles: Why Eleven Antilleans Knelt before Chopin's Heart
(Caribbean Studies Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The Music of the Netherlands Antilles: Why
Eleven Antilleans Knelt before Chopin's Heart (Caribbean Studies Series) to get your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like start and read a reserve The Music of the Netherlands Antilles:
Why Eleven Antilleans Knelt before Chopin's Heart (Caribbean Studies Series). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Willie Burroughs:

The book The Music of the Netherlands Antilles: Why Eleven Antilleans Knelt before Chopin's Heart
(Caribbean Studies Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly
why must we leave the best thing like a book The Music of the Netherlands Antilles: Why Eleven Antilleans
Knelt before Chopin's Heart (Caribbean Studies Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Music of the Netherlands Antilles: Why Eleven Antilleans
Knelt before Chopin's Heart (Caribbean Studies Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Mark Blanding:

This The Music of the Netherlands Antilles: Why Eleven Antilleans Knelt before Chopin's Heart (Caribbean



Studies Series) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation
of this The Music of the Netherlands Antilles: Why Eleven Antilleans Knelt before Chopin's Heart
(Caribbean Studies Series) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this The Music of the Netherlands Antilles: Why Eleven Antilleans
Knelt before Chopin's Heart (Caribbean Studies Series) giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

James Weil:

Typically the book The Music of the Netherlands Antilles: Why Eleven Antilleans Knelt before Chopin's
Heart (Caribbean Studies Series) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.
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