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An instructive and relevant look at an explosive period in urban history! This
savagely moving autobiography of a violent street gang covers its heyday in the
1960s when it had perhaps ten thousand members in at least twenty-six branches
on Chicago's West Side. It is the story of a street gang that became a community
organization, supported by private foundations and corporations and dedicated to
social, economic and political development. The gang's violent neighborhood
was transformed into Head Start's most improved block where the crime rate
decreased as did the number of gang-related killings.

Titles of related interest also available from Waveland Press: Shelden-Macallair,
Juvenile Justice in America: Problems and Prospects (ISBN 9781577665236);
Lyon-Driskell, The Community in Urban Society, Second Edition (ISBN
9781577667414); and Vigil, Gang Redux: A Balanced Anti-Gang Strategy
(ISBN 9781577666547).
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Editorial Review

Review
"A Nation of Lords is an important contribution to understanding survival on the most dangerous streets in
America--a book that provides insight into the problems facing young people living in cities throughout
America. David Dawley's work as a community organizer is testimony to the power of individual
commitment, and the success of the Vice Lords demonstrates that neighborhoods can be revitalized and lives
can be saved when people of all ages have a stake in their community. The voices in A Nation of Lords need
to be heard, and Dawley's incredible adventure in the Sixties should inspire all of us . . . to increase our
efforts to help the youth of America." -- Jack Kemp

"A Nation of Lords is hard-hitting, persuasive and appeals both to those on the program and policy level.
With the atomizing of family and neighborhood, we need public attention to this issue now more than ever."
-- John A. Calhoun, National Crime Prevention Council

"A Nation of Lords reminds us that something can be done if the will and resources are made available to
turn matters around. This book should be read by everyone who cares about our cities." -- James Diego Vigil,
UCLA

"Dawley deserves recognition not just for the programs he developed as 'a white Vice Lord,' but for taking
readers into Chicago's toughest streets without getting them hurt. Having been a Cook County prosecutor
before serving in the U.S. House of Representatives, I know from experience that the streets where Dawley
worked are not friendly to strangers. Like everybody else who knew Lawndale in the Sixties, I have no idea
how he survived. This is a great book, a timeless story of people and power with important implications for
public policy." -- Marty Russo, Retired member of Congress

"Everyone interested in decreasing the racial and economic tensions that divide our country must read A
Nation of Lords. This book reveals a powerful strategy for building our nation's most under-resourced
communities." --Wendy Kopp, Teach For America

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book A Nation of Lords: The Autobiography of the Vice
Lords. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
a book A Nation of Lords: The Autobiography of the Vice Lords. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need
to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.



Jamie Leal:

The book A Nation of Lords: The Autobiography of the Vice Lords make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Nation of
Lords: The Autobiography of the Vice Lords to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like open and read a guide A Nation of Lords: The Autobiography of the Vice
Lords. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Chester Brown:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The A Nation of Lords: The Autobiography of the Vice Lords provide you with new experience in
studying a book.

Mildred Shaw:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and A Nation of Lords: The Autobiography of the Vice Lords
as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes A Nation of Lords: The Autobiography of the Vice Lords to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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