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What causes war? How can military conflicts best be prevented? In this book,
Stephen Van Evera frames five conditions that increase the risk of interstate war:
false optimism about the likely outcome of a war, a first-strike advantage,
fluctuation in the relative power of states, circumstances that allow nations to
parlay one conquest into another, and circumstances that make conquest easy.

According to Van Evera, all but one of these conditions?false optimism?rarely
occur today, but policymakers often erroneously believe in their existence. He
argues that these misperceptions are responsible for many modern wars, and
explores both World Wars, the Korean War, and the 1967 Mideast War as test
cases. Finally, he assesses the possibility of nuclear war by applying all five
hypotheses to its potential onset. Van Evera's book demonstrates that ideas from
the Realist paradigm can offer strong explanations for international conflict and
valuable prescriptions for its control.
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What causes war? How can military conflicts best be prevented? In this book, Stephen Van Evera frames
five conditions that increase the risk of interstate war: false optimism about the likely outcome of a war, a
first-strike advantage, fluctuation in the relative power of states, circumstances that allow nations to parlay
one conquest into another, and circumstances that make conquest easy.

According to Van Evera, all but one of these conditions?false optimism?rarely occur today, but policymakers
often erroneously believe in their existence. He argues that these misperceptions are responsible for many
modern wars, and explores both World Wars, the Korean War, and the 1967 Mideast War as test cases.
Finally, he assesses the possibility of nuclear war by applying all five hypotheses to its potential onset. Van
Evera's book demonstrates that ideas from the Realist paradigm can offer strong explanations for
international conflict and valuable prescriptions for its control.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Van Evera's book is a masterful work of positivist social science . . . He offers convincing evidence to show
that offense-defense theory is a major explanation for the onset of modern wars."?Choice

"An important book on the roots of war, remarkable in its theoretical rigor and historical sweep. Van Evera
demolishes the view that war is an inevitable outgrowth of an anarchic world that encourages
belligerence."?Foreign Affairs

"Van Evera's volume is sure to become a core work in the field of war studies. It deserves to be read by
anyone with a serious interest in the causes of war."?Journal of Strategic Studies

"This is a very logical and historically well-informed book, which argues that the realist explanations of war
may be missing one of the most important aspects of power: whether the offense is thought to be favored
instead of the defense."?Political Science Quarterly

"Stephen Van Evera's eagerly anticipated book is rich in theory and thoroughly anchored in history. It is
indispensable reading for anyone interested in understanding the wars of the past and preventing those of the
future."?Jack S. Levy, Rutgers University

"Stephen Van Evera tackles the central question in international relations?why war occurs between major
powers?and presents theoretical arguments that shed important light on this age-old subject. Causes of War
effectively supports its findings with a wide reading of history. This unusually ambitious book promises to
be the point of departure for all future work on the topic."?Charles L. Glaser, University of Chicago

"I strongly recommend Causes of War for course use. As the main textbook in my advanced undergraduate
course on peace and war, the book raised the level of student writing and class discussion significantly.
Stephen Van Evera's clear and thorough discussion about research methods made it easy for students to
understand challenging issues. This book is a cutting-edge work of theory and a fine text for classroom



use."?William Rose, Connecticut College

"Causes of War is a beautifully written and brilliant work that will cast a giant shadow over the study of war
for years to come. Not every student of international politics will agree with Van Evera's theories, but each
of us will have to confront them."?John J. Mearsheimer, University of Chicago

From the Back Cover
What causes war? How can military conflicts best be prevented? A prominent political scientist here
addresses these questions, offering ideas that will be widely debated. Stephen Van Evera frames five
conditions that increase the risk of interstate war: false optimism about the likely outcome of a war, a first-
strike advantage, fluctuation in the relative power of states, circumstances that allow nations to parlay one
conquest into another, and circumstances that make conquest easy.

About the Author

Stephen Van Evera is Ford International Professor in the Political Science Department at MIT.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Hernandez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Causes of War? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other
opinion?

John Olive:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Causes of War your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get previous to. The Causes of War giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?



Nelson McNamee:

This Causes of War is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Causes of War can be the light food for you because the information inside that
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.

Richard Taylor:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
the books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Causes of War. This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review
this guide you can get many advantages.
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