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neighborhoods and how they transformed the everyday problems they confronted
into political concerns. By placing these women's experiences at the center of her
discussion of grassroots political activism, the author describes gender, race, and
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
The story of Mexican American women in two communities who took control and made a difference

Honorable Mention for Outstanding Books Awards, Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Bigotry and
Human Rights in North America

From the Back Cover
The story of Mexican American women in two communities who took control and made a difference

When we see children playing in a supervised playground or hear about a school being renovated, we seldom
wonder about who mobilized the community resources to rebuild the school or staff the park. Mexican
American Women Activists tells the stories of Mexican American women from two Los Angeles
neighborhoods and how they transformed the everyday problems they confronted into political concerns.

By focusing on women in two contiguous but very different communities -- the working-class, inner-city
neighborhood of Boyle Heights in East Los Angeles and the racially mixed middle-class suburb of Monterey
Park -- Pardo is able to bring class as well as gender and ethnic concerns to bear on her analysis in ways that
illuminate the complexity of mobilizing for urban change.

Unlike many studies, the stories told here focus on women's strengths rather than on their problems. We
follow the process by which these women empowered themselves by using their own definitions of social
justice and their own convictions about the importance of traditional roles. Rather than becoming political
participants in spite of their family responsibilities, women in both neighborhoods appeared to have greater
power because of their responsibilities, social networks, and daily routines separate from the men in their
communities.

Pardo asserts that the decline of real wages and the growing income gap means that unfortunately most
women will no longer be able to focus their energies on unpaid community work. She reflects on the
consequences of this change for women's political involvement, as well as on the politics ofwriting about
women and politics.

About the Author
Mary Pardo is Professor of Chicana/o Studies at California State University, Northridge. She is the author of
several articles on women and grassroots organizing and has been active in the Chicano Movement in Los
Angeles for about twenty-five years.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Holt:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't



like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Mexican American Women Activists.

Glenn Hancock:

The experience that you get from Mexican American Women Activists may be the more deep you digging
the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but Mexican American Women Activists giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this kind of Mexican American Women Activists instantly.

Jerry Raminez:

Precisely why? Because this Mexican American Women Activists is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Marsha Young:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication
that need more time to be study. Mexican American Women Activists can be your answer as it can be read
by an individual who have those short time problems.
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