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The neighboring north Indian districts of Jaipur and Ajmer are identical in
language, geography, and religious and caste demography. But when the famous
Babri Mosque in Ayodhya was destroyed in 1992, Jaipur burned while Ajmer
remained peaceful; when the state clashed over low-caste affirmative action
quotas in 2008, Ajmer's residents rioted while Jaipur's citizens stayed calm. What
explains these divergent patterns of ethnic conflict across multiethnic states?
Using archival research and elite interviews in five case studies spanning north,
south, and east India, as well as a quantitative analysis of 589 districts, Ajay
Verghese shows that the legacies of British colonialism drive contemporary
conflict.

Because India served as a model for British colonial expansion into parts of
Africa and Southeast Asia, this project links Indian ethnic conflict to violent
outcomes across an array of multiethnic states, including cases as diverse as
Nigeria and Malaysia. The Colonial Origins of Ethnic Violence in India makes
important contributions to the study of Indian politics, ethnicity, conflict, and
historical legacies.
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The neighboring north Indian districts of Jaipur and Ajmer are identical in language, geography, and
religious and caste demography. But when the famous Babri Mosque in Ayodhya was destroyed in 1992,
Jaipur burned while Ajmer remained peaceful; when the state clashed over low-caste affirmative action
quotas in 2008, Ajmer's residents rioted while Jaipur's citizens stayed calm. What explains these divergent
patterns of ethnic conflict across multiethnic states? Using archival research and elite interviews in five case
studies spanning north, south, and east India, as well as a quantitative analysis of 589 districts, Ajay
Verghese shows that the legacies of British colonialism drive contemporary conflict.

Because India served as a model for British colonial expansion into parts of Africa and Southeast Asia, this
project links Indian ethnic conflict to violent outcomes across an array of multiethnic states, including cases
as diverse as Nigeria and Malaysia. The Colonial Origins of Ethnic Violence in India makes important
contributions to the study of Indian politics, ethnicity, conflict, and historical legacies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a truly excellent and original book, deeply researched, carefully argued, and offering a powerful new
understanding of caste and religious cleavages and violence in India. Unlike most previous studies, Verghese
combines religious and caste violence within a single framework. A model book for comparative historical
research in political science." (David D. Laitin, Watkins Professor of Political Science Stanford University)

"In this clearly written and closely argued work, Verghese proposes that religious or communal violence is
associated with the former princely states, while tribal and caste violence is associated with British colonial
rule. This important book challenges prevailing ideas about ethnic violence, and will further research on
India and other formerly British colonial states." (Karen Leonard UC Irvine)

"In this bold and innovative analysis, Verghese argues that the seemingly endemic problem of ethno-
religious violence in India is fundamentally shaped by the different historical traditions of governance and
sovereignty in different parts of the country. The breadth and historical depth of data and context makes this
a compelling contribution to the literature." (Thomas Blom Hansen, Center for South Asia Stanford
University)

"This outstanding book is a model of both theory generation and theory testing. Verghese offers fresh
hypotheses about the sources of different types of ethnic violence across India, which he rigorously evaluates
using a sophisticated comparative case study design that is supplemented by a meaningful statistical test. A
major contribution to our understanding of colonialism and ethnic violence." (James Mahoney Northwestern
University)

About the Author
Ajay Verghese is Assistant Professor of Political Science at University of California, Riverside. Verghese
was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center at Stanford University
from 2012 to 2013.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Allen:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Colonial Origins of Ethnic Violence
in India (Studies of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.



Jon Gonzalez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Colonial Origins of Ethnic
Violence in India (Studies of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center), you are able to enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously
its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Kathy Donnelly:

You can obtain this The Colonial Origins of Ethnic Violence in India (Studies of the Walter H. Shorenstein
Asia-Pacific Research Center) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Roxie Gregory:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Colonial Origins of Ethnic Violence in India (Studies of the Walter H.
Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center) can make you experience more interested to read.
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