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The Republic (Plato)

The Republic (Latin: De Republica) is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato
around 380 BC, concerning the definition of justice , the order and character of
the just city-state and the just man, reason by which ancient readers used the
name On Justice as an alternative title (not to be confused with the spurious
dialogue also titled On Justice). The dramatic date of the dialogue has been much
debated and though it must take place some time during the Peloponnesian War,
"there would be jarring anachronisms if any of the candidate specific dates
between 432 and 404 were assigned". It is Plato's best-known work and has
proven to be one of the most intellectually and historically influential works of
philosophy and political theory. In it, Socrates along with various Athenians and
foreigners discuss the meaning of justice and examine whether or not the just
man is happier than the unjust man by considering a series of different cities
coming into existence "in speech", culminating in a city (Kallipolis) ruled by
philosopher-kings; and by examining the nature of existing regimes. The
participants also discuss the theory of forms, the immortality of the soul, and the
roles of the philosopher and of poetry in society.

21st century

One of Plato’s recurring, and seemingly logical techniques in the Republic is to
refine the concept of justice with reference to various examples of greater or
lesser injustice. However, in The Concept of Injustice, Eric Heinze challenges the
assumption that ‘justice’ and ‘injustice’ form a mutually exclusive pair. Heinze
argues that such an assumption traces not from strict deductive logic, but from
the arbitrary etymology of the word ‘injustice’. Heinze critiques what he calls
‘classical’ Western justice theory for having perpetuated that logical error, which
first appears in Plato’s Republic, but manifests throughout traditional political
philosophy, in thinkers otherwise as different as Aristotle, Aquinas, Locke,
Rousseau, Hegel and Marx. Place in Plato's corpus

The Republic is generally placed in the middle period of Plato's dialogues—that
is, it is believed to be written after the early period dialogues but before the late
period dialogues. However, the distinction of this group from the early dialogues
is not as clear as the distinction of the late dialogues from all the others.
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Nonetheless, Ritter, Arnim, and Baron—with their separate methodologies—all
agreed that the Republic was well distinguished, along with Parmenides,
Phaedrus and Theaetetus.

However, the first book of the Republic, which shares many features with earlier
dialogues, is thought to have originally been written as a separate work, and then
the remaining books were conjoined to it, perhaps with modifications to the
original of the first book.
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The Republic (Latin: De Republica) is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato around 380 BC, concerning the
definition of justice , the order and character of the just city-state and the just man, reason by which ancient
readers used the name On Justice as an alternative title (not to be confused with the spurious dialogue also
titled On Justice). The dramatic date of the dialogue has been much debated and though it must take place
some time during the Peloponnesian War, "there would be jarring anachronisms if any of the candidate
specific dates between 432 and 404 were assigned". It is Plato's best-known work and has proven to be one
of the most intellectually and historically influential works of philosophy and political theory. In it, Socrates
along with various Athenians and foreigners discuss the meaning of justice and examine whether or not the
just man is happier than the unjust man by considering a series of different cities coming into existence "in
speech", culminating in a city (Kallipolis) ruled by philosopher-kings; and by examining the nature of
existing regimes. The participants also discuss the theory of forms, the immortality of the soul, and the roles
of the philosopher and of poetry in society.

21st century

One of Plato’s recurring, and seemingly logical techniques in the Republic is to refine the concept of justice
with reference to various examples of greater or lesser injustice. However, in The Concept of Injustice, Eric
Heinze challenges the assumption that ‘justice’ and ‘injustice’ form a mutually exclusive pair. Heinze argues
that such an assumption traces not from strict deductive logic, but from the arbitrary etymology of the word
‘injustice’. Heinze critiques what he calls ‘classical’ Western justice theory for having perpetuated that
logical error, which first appears in Plato’s Republic, but manifests throughout traditional political
philosophy, in thinkers otherwise as different as Aristotle, Aquinas, Locke, Rousseau, Hegel and Marx.
Place in Plato's corpus

The Republic is generally placed in the middle period of Plato's dialogues—that is, it is believed to be
written after the early period dialogues but before the late period dialogues. However, the distinction of this
group from the early dialogues is not as clear as the distinction of the late dialogues from all the others.
Nonetheless, Ritter, Arnim, and Baron—with their separate methodologies—all agreed that the Republic was
well distinguished, along with Parmenides, Phaedrus and Theaetetus.

However, the first book of the Republic, which shares many features with earlier dialogues, is thought to
have originally been written as a separate work, and then the remaining books were conjoined to it, perhaps
with modifications to the original of the first book.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Plato ( 428/427 BC – 348/347 BC) was a philosopher in Classical Greece. He was also a mathematician,
student of Socrates, writer of philosophical dialogues, and founder of the Academy in Athens, the first
institution of higher learning in the Western world. Along with his mentor, Socrates, and his student,
Aristotle, Plato helped to lay the foundations of Western philosophy and science. In the words of A. N.
Whitehead:

The safest general characterization of the European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series of
footnotes to Plato. I do not mean the systematic scheme of thought which scholars have doubtfully extracted
from his writings. I allude to the wealth of general ideas scattered through them.

Plato's sophistication as a writer is evident in his Socratic dialogues; thirty-six dialogues and thirteen letters
have been ascribed to him. Plato's writings have been published in several fashions; this has led to several
conventions regarding the naming and referencing of Plato's texts. Plato's dialogues have been used to teach
a range of subjects, including philosophy, logic, ethics, rhetoric, religion and mathematics. Plato is one of the
most important founding figures in Western philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucinda Smith:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Republic. All type of book could
you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

James Smith:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Republic book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The Republic content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Republic is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Kimberly Mason:

The book with title The Republic has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after



read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Alexandria Sharp:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Republic can make you experience more interested to read.
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