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Jacopo da Varagine (c. 1228-1298) is remembered today primarily for his
immensely popular work, The Golden Legend, a massive collection of stories
about the saints. Compiled over the years 1260-67, The Golden Legend quickly
eclipsed earlier collections of saints' lives. One indication of its popularity isthe
fact that so many manuscript copies of the work have survived—more than one
thousand according to some estimates. Despite the enduring influence of The
Golden Legend, Jacopo remains an elusive figure because he left behind so little
information about himself. In The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine, Steven A.
Epstein sets out to remedy this situation through a careful study of all Jacopo's
works, including many hundreds of sermons and his innovative chronicle of
Genoese history.

In Epstein's sure hands, Jacopo emerges as one of the most active and talented
minds of hisday. Indeed, Epstein argues that one needsto read all of Jacopo’s
books, in a Genoese context, in order to understand the original scope of his
thinking, which greatly influenced the ways generations of people across Europe
experienced their Christianity. The rich sources for Jacopo’ s sermons, saints
lives, and history illuminate the traditions that inspired him and shaped his
imaginative and artistic powers. Jacopo was also one of the inventors of social
history, and his writings reveal complex and new perspectives on family life as
well asthe histories of gay people, daves, Jews, and the medieval economy.
Filled with impressive insights into the intellectual life of the thirteenth century,
The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine will be of interest to awide range of
medieval scholars and students of religious history, church history, and
hagiography as well asintellectual history and Italian history.
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Jacopo da Varagine (c. 1228-1298) is remembered today primarily for hisimmensely popular work, The
Golden Legend, a massive collection of stories about the saints. Compiled over the years 1260-67, The
Golden Legend quickly eclipsed earlier collections of saints' lives. One indication of its popularity is the fact
that so many manuscript copies of the work have survived—more than one thousand according to some
estimates. Despite the enduring influence of The Golden Legend, Jacopo remains an elusive figure because
he left behind so little information about himself. In The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine, Steven A. Epstein
sets out to remedy this situation through a careful study of all Jacopo's works, including many hundreds of
sermons and his innovative chronicle of Genoese history.

In Epstein's sure hands, Jacopo emerges as one of the most active and talented minds of his day. Indeed,
Epstein argues that one needs to read al of Jacopo’ s books, in a Genoese context, in order to understand the
original scope of histhinking, which greatly influenced the ways generations of people across Europe
experienced their Christianity. The rich sources for Jacopo’s sermons, saints' lives, and history illuminate the
traditions that inspired him and shaped his imaginative and artistic powers. Jacopo was also one of the
inventors of social history, and his writings reveal complex and new perspectives on family life as well asthe
histories of gay people, slaves, Jaws, and the medieval economy. Filled with impressive insights into the
intellectual life of the thirteenth century, The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine will be of interest to awide
range of medieval scholars and students of religious history, church history, and hagiography as well as
intellectual history and Italian history.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thisisawork of outstanding scholarship, impressive for Steven A. Epstein's command of the primary and
secondary sources, for his ability to situate Jacopo within his Genoese context, and for the quality of his
writing. It will constitute a significant contribution to our scholarship on Jacopo. One of the major strengths
isits close readings of primary sources. Particularly noteworthy are the chapters on Jacopo as a historian, the
complex and nuanced interpretations of Jacopo’s works, and the numerous Genoese references that help
situate Jacopo in a specific place. | finished this book deeply impressed by the range of Jacopo’s
contributions in awide variety of genres. That an archbishop of amajor port city was able to administer his
archdiocese and complete so much brilliant work is remarkable. This book is distinguished by its
interdisciplinarity, which should help it appeal to awide variety of historians and scholars." ?George
Dameron, Saint Michael’s College, author of Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante

"The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine offers a new way of looking at a particularly important medieval writer
and, therefore, a new way of understanding his works. Steven A. Epstein illuminates Jacopo's contexts, such
as Genoa at its height and the Dominican order as it had become established by the later thirteenth century.
This book will degpen scholarly use of Jacopo's writings; there are no comparable books that consider
Jacopo in hisintegrity as an author in this way." ?Samantha Kahn Herrick, Syracuse University, author of
Imagining the Sacred Past: Hagiography and Power in Early Normandy

About the Author

Steven A. Epstein is Ahmanson-Murphy Distinguished Professor of Medieval History at the University of
Kansas. He is the author of several books, including The Talents of Jacopo de Varagine: A Genoese Mind in
Medieval Europe and Speaking of Savery: Color, Ethnicity, and Human Bondage in Italy, both from
Cornéll, and The Medieval Discovery of Nature.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rose Nguyen:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do which. It said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this particular The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine: A Genoese Mind in
Medieval Europe to read.



Bettie Hentges:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to a personis
you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Taents of Jacopo daVaragine: A Genoese Mind
in Medieval Europe is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Jennifer Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Talents of Jacopo da
Varagine: A Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
agreat deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants to become success person. So, for all
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Talents of Jacopo daVaragine:
A Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe become your own personal starter.

Heidi Crenshaw:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the best book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It isidentified as of book The
Talents of Jacopo daVaragine: A Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe. Y ou can add your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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