
Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the
Improvement of the Understanding, &
Theologico-Political Treatise

By Benedictus de Spinoza

Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding,
& Theologico-Political Treatise By Benedictus de Spinoza

Benedict de Spinoza was a Dutch philosopher. The breadth and importance of
Spinoza's work was not fully realized until many years after his death. By laying
the groundwork for the 18th-century Enlightenment and modern biblical
criticism, including modern conceptions of the self and, arguably, the universe,
he came to be considered one of the great rationalists of 17th-century philosophy.
Spinoza’s magnum opus, the posthumous Ethics, in which he opposed Descartes'
mind–body dualism, has earned him recognition as one of Western philosophy's
most important thinkers

This collection contains the works:
•Ethics
•On the Improvement of the Understanding
•Theologico-Political Treatise

Ethics, Demonstrated in Geometrical Order (Latin: Ethica, ordine geometrico
demonstrata), usually known as the Ethics, is a philosophical treatise written by
Benedict de Spinoza. It was first published in 1677.

The book closely resembles Euclid's Elements. At the beginning of Part 1,
Spinoza defines key terms and lists axioms. On the basis of these and other
definitions and axioms provided in the remaining four parts of the book, Spinoza
offers proofs of hundreds of propositions and corollaries, such as "When the
Mind imagines its own lack of power, it is saddened by it", "A free man thinks of
nothing less than of death", and "The human Mind cannot be absolutely
destroyed with the Body, but something of it remains which is eternal." The
impersonal style is frequently interrupted by stretches of informal and at times
pugnacious prose, criticizing the views of philosophers such as René Descartes.

On The Improvement Of The Understanding, is a seventeenth-century
unfinished work of philosophy by the 17th century philosopher Baruch Spinoza.
The Tractatus was first published in 1677, the year of Spinoza's death, by some
of his closest friends. The Tractatus is an attempt to formulate a philosophical
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method that would allow the mind to form the clear and distinct ideas that are
necessary for its perfection. It contains, in addition, reflection upon the various
kinds of knowledge, an extended treatment of definition, and a lengthy analysis
of the nature and causes of doubt.

Theologico-Political Treatise was one of the most controversial texts of the
early modern period. It was a preemptive defense of Spinoza's later work, Ethics,
published posthumously in 1677, for which he anticipated harsh criticism.

In the treatise, Spinoza put forth his most systematic critique of Judaism, and all
organized religion in general. Spinoza argued that theology and philosophy must
be kept separate, particularly in the reading of scripture. Whereas the goal of
theology is obedience, philosophy aims at understanding rational truth. Scripture
does not teach philosophy and thus cannot be made to conform with it, otherwise
the meaning of scripture will be distorted. Conversely, if reason is made
subservient to scripture, then, Spinoza argues, "the prejudices of a common
people of long ago... will gain a hold on his understanding and darken it."
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Ethics, Demonstrated in Geometrical Order (Latin: Ethica, ordine geometrico demonstrata), usually
known as the Ethics, is a philosophical treatise written by Benedict de Spinoza. It was first published in
1677.

The book closely resembles Euclid's Elements. At the beginning of Part 1, Spinoza defines key terms and
lists axioms. On the basis of these and other definitions and axioms provided in the remaining four parts of
the book, Spinoza offers proofs of hundreds of propositions and corollaries, such as "When the Mind
imagines its own lack of power, it is saddened by it", "A free man thinks of nothing less than of death", and
"The human Mind cannot be absolutely destroyed with the Body, but something of it remains which is
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On The Improvement Of The Understanding, is a seventeenth-century unfinished work of philosophy by
the 17th century philosopher Baruch Spinoza. The Tractatus was first published in 1677, the year of
Spinoza's death, by some of his closest friends. The Tractatus is an attempt to formulate a philosophical
method that would allow the mind to form the clear and distinct ideas that are necessary for its perfection. It
contains, in addition, reflection upon the various kinds of knowledge, an extended treatment of definition,
and a lengthy analysis of the nature and causes of doubt.

Theologico-Political Treatise was one of the most controversial texts of the early modern period. It was a
preemptive defense of Spinoza's later work, Ethics, published posthumously in 1677, for which he
anticipated harsh criticism.

In the treatise, Spinoza put forth his most systematic critique of Judaism, and all organized religion in
general. Spinoza argued that theology and philosophy must be kept separate, particularly in the reading of
scripture. Whereas the goal of theology is obedience, philosophy aims at understanding rational truth.
Scripture does not teach philosophy and thus cannot be made to conform with it, otherwise the meaning of
scripture will be distorted. Conversely, if reason is made subservient to scripture, then, Spinoza argues, "the
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Owen Ray:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Benedictus de Spinoza:
Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Joseph Owens:

This book untitled Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-
Political Treatise to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you
can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this book
from your list.

Terry White:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political
Treatise will give you new experience in reading through a book.

John Johnson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
named of book Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-
Political Treatise. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book.
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