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This collection brings together the best contemporary philosophical work in the
area of intersection between philosophy of language and the law. Some of the
contributors are philosophers of language who are interested in applying
advances in philosophy of language to legal issues, and some of the participants
are philosophers of law who are interested in applying insights and theories from
philosophy of language to their work on the nature of law and legal
interpretation. By making this body of recent work available in a single volume,
readers will gain both a general overview of the various interactions between
language and law, and also detailed analyses of particular areas in which this
interaction is manifest.

The contributions to this volume are grouped under three main general areas: The
first area concerns a critical assessment, in light of recent advances in philosophy
of language, of the foundational role of language in understanding the nature of
law itself. The second main area concerns a number of ways in which an
understanding of language can resolve some of the issues prevalent in legal
interpretation, such as the various ways in which semantic content can differ
from law's assertive
content; the contribution of presuppositions and pragmatic implicatures in
understanding what the law conveys; the role of vagueness in legal language, for
example. The third general topic concerns the role of language in the context of
particular legal doctrines and legal solutions to practical problems,
such as the legal definitions of inchoate crimes, the legal definition of torture, or
the contractual doctrines concerning default rules.

Together, these three key issues cover a wide range of philosophical interests in
law that can be elucidated by a better understanding of language and linguistic
communication.
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philosophy of language and the law. Some of the contributors are philosophers of language who are
interested in applying advances in philosophy of language to legal issues, and some of the participants are
philosophers of law who are interested in applying insights and theories from philosophy of language to their
work on the nature of law and legal
interpretation. By making this body of recent work available in a single volume, readers will gain both a
general overview of the various interactions between language and law, and also detailed analyses of
particular areas in which this interaction is manifest.

The contributions to this volume are grouped under three main general areas: The first area concerns a
critical assessment, in light of recent advances in philosophy of language, of the foundational role of
language in understanding the nature of law itself. The second main area concerns a number of ways in
which an understanding of language can resolve some of the issues prevalent in legal interpretation, such as
the various ways in which semantic content can differ from law's assertive
content; the contribution of presuppositions and pragmatic implicatures in understanding what the law
conveys; the role of vagueness in legal language, for example. The third general topic concerns the role of
language in the context of particular legal doctrines and legal solutions to practical problems,
such as the legal definitions of inchoate crimes, the legal definition of torture, or the contractual doctrines
concerning default rules.

Together, these three key issues cover a wide range of philosophical interests in law that can be elucidated by
a better understanding of language and linguistic communication.
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Editorial Review

Review
I believe this book is of tremendous interest and it is to the credit of OUP that it published it, thus allowing
further dissemination of knowledge. Alessandro Capone, Australian Journal of Linguistics

About the Author

Andrei Marmor was Professor at Tel Aviv University from 1990 to 2000 and has been professor of
philosophy and professor of law at the University of Southern California since 2003. He is the Director of the
USC Center for Law and Philosophy and Editor in chief of the Journal of Ethics & Social Philosophy. He
has authored and edited numerous books, including Law in the Age of Pluralism (OUP, 2007), Interpretation
and Legal Theory (2nd ed., Hart Publishing, 2005), and Positive Law & Objective Values (OUP, 2001).

Scott Soames is the Director of the School of Philosophy at the University of Southern California, and was
formerly Professor of Philosphy at Princeton University for 24 years. He is the Editor-in-Chief of The
Princeton Series in the Foundatiions of Contemporary Philosophy and serves on the advisory boards of
Analytica and Philosophical Perspectives. His works include Beyond Rigidity: The Unfinished Semantic
Agenda of 'Naming and Necessity' (OUP, 2002), Reference and Description: The Case against Two-
Dimensionalism (Princeton University Press, 2005), and the two-volume Philosophical Analysis in the
Twentieth Century (Princeton University Press, 2003).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Manwaring:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Philosophical Foundations of Language in the Law
(Philosophical Foundations of Law) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Florence Nguyen:

The reason? Because this Philosophical Foundations of Language in the Law (Philosophical Foundations of
Law) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book?



If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Amy Arwood:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Philosophical Foundations of Language in the
Law (Philosophical Foundations of Law) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Philosophical Foundations of Language in the Law (Philosophical Foundations of Law) has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.

Kayla France:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Philosophical Foundations of Language in the Law (Philosophical Foundations of Law) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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