
Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A
Practitioner's Manual for Predicting and
Identifying Terrorist Activities, Third Edition

By Malcolm W. Nance

Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A Practitioner's Manual for Predicting
and Identifying Terrorist Activities, Third Edition By Malcolm W. Nance

First published in 2003, Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A Practitioner's
Manual for Predicting and Identifying Terrorist Activities remains one of the
only books available to provide detailed information on terrorist
methodology?revealing terrorist motivation, organizational structure, planning,
financing, and operational tactics to carry out attacks.

This fully revised and updated third edition contains the detailed analysis and
history of prior editions with completely new case studies and information on
new and emerging terrorist practices and trends. Updates to the third edition
include:

The newest geopolitical challenges and terrorism to emerge from the●

geopolitical climate post-Arab Spring
Details on the newest attack tactics and procedures of al-Qaeda including al-●

Qaeda of the Arabian Peninsula, the Islamic Maghreb, and East and North
Africa
Lessons learned from recent terrorist operations and information gained from●

plots foiled by the FBI in the U.S. 
Current strategic factors and regional variables affecting global terrorism and●

regional insurgencies
Potential points of failure in terrorist operations where plots can be most easily●

detected and disrupted
The increasing trend of self radicalized, Internet- educated "lone wolf"●

operations, as demonstrated in the Boston Marathon bombing
The rebirth of U.S. and European militia groups●

Written for counterterrorism practitioners who risk their lives to uncover planned
attacks on civilian populations, this book will serve as a guide to train
intelligence operatives, law enforcement entities, and military intelligence agents
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and soldiers to recognize and disrupt the various stages of developing terrorist
plots.
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First published in 2003, Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A Practitioner's Manual for Predicting and
Identifying Terrorist Activities remains one of the only books available to provide detailed information on
terrorist methodology?revealing terrorist motivation, organizational structure, planning, financing, and
operational tactics to carry out attacks.

This fully revised and updated third edition contains the detailed analysis and history of prior editions with
completely new case studies and information on new and emerging terrorist practices and trends. Updates to
the third edition include:

The newest geopolitical challenges and terrorism to emerge from the geopolitical climate post-Arab Spring●

Details on the newest attack tactics and procedures of al-Qaeda including al-Qaeda of the Arabian●

Peninsula, the Islamic Maghreb, and East and North Africa
Lessons learned from recent terrorist operations and information gained from plots foiled by the FBI in the●

U.S. 
Current strategic factors and regional variables affecting global terrorism and regional insurgencies●

Potential points of failure in terrorist operations where plots can be most easily detected and disrupted●

The increasing trend of self radicalized, Internet- educated "lone wolf" operations, as demonstrated in the●

Boston Marathon bombing
The rebirth of U.S. and European militia groups●

Written for counterterrorism practitioners who risk their lives to uncover planned attacks on civilian
populations, this book will serve as a guide to train intelligence operatives, law enforcement entities, and
military intelligence agents and soldiers to recognize and disrupt the various stages of developing terrorist
plots.
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Editorial Review

Review

First published in 2003, this practitioner-based handbook provides a comprehensive and detailed treatment
of terrorism and counter-terrorism. Divided into six parts, the chapters cover topics such as understanding
terrorism in all its manifestations, and the components of counter-terrorism. The appendices include a
bibliography, a listing of terrorist groups, and a checklist of explosive components and their ingredients. The
author is a consultant on counterterrorism and a retired military intelligence officer.
?Book review by Dr. Joshua Sinai appearing in Perspectives on Terrorism, Vol. 8, No. 1, 2014

From the Back Cover

Whether they are acting as a one-person cell, or with a sophisticated global finance and logistics network,
terrorists can be members of nearly any race, sex, religion, or political persuasion. But every terrorist
operation always has certain characteristics, and the only effective way to identify and prevent terrorists is to
observe their behavior and analyze it with an intelligence-based approach. For the first time, a former U.S.
military anti-terrorism intelligence officer reveals thousands of Terrorist Attack Pre-incident Indicators
(TAPIs) in The Terrorist Recognition Handbook, and shows:
· How terrorist operatives are classified and organized by skill level
· How intelligence, operations, planning, logistics cells operate
· The key steps every terrorist group always follow
· How to recognize the stages of a terrorist plot
· The entire range of attack tactics, techniques, and methodologies of known terrorist groups
· How and why groups use conventional, radiological, nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons at the street
level
· How to conduct terrorism intelligence analysis in the field
With dozens of incident case studies and hundreds of illustrations, The Terrorist Recognition Handbook is
the first and only commercially available handbook that debunks the aura of mystery surrounding terrorist
activities as it uncovers the terrorists' means, methods, organization, and motivations. It will be an invaluable
resource and training guide for police officers, SWAT teams, federal officials, security companies, local
water boards, chemical plants, oil refineries, power generating facilities, electrical and telephone utilities,
airport facilities, public transportation officials, education officials, journalists, and ordinary citizens.

About the Author

Malcolm W. Nance is a 32-year veteran of the U.S. intelligence community’s combating terrorism program.
He is a combat veteran who has served as a collections operator, analyst, and interrogator in Naval
Intelligence and a specialist in antiterrorism and survival, evasion, resistance, and escape (SERE). He has
spent 17 years deploying on antiterrorism and counterterrorism intelligence operations in the Balkans,
Middle East, and sub-Saharan Africa in direct support to the principal agencies of the U.S. intelligence
community. Mr. Nance has witnessed and investigated numerous terrorist incidents and participated in
response operations from the two American embassy and U.S. Marine barracks bombings in Beirut,
Lebanon; the TWA 847 hijacking; the Achille Lauro "marjacking;" the Libyan air raid; the first Gulf War;
the War in the Balkans; the millennium bomb plot; the attack on the USS Cole; the September 11 attacks;



and hundreds of suicide bombings and terrorist attacks in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and the Arabian
Peninsula.

As a master SERE instructor, Mr. Nance ran the al-Qaeda simulation group for the U.S. military’s advanced
terrorism, abduction, and hostage survival school from 1997 to 2001. On the morning of 9/11, he witnessed
firsthand the attack on the Pentagon and became a rescuer at the crash site. In the response to the September
11 attacks. he has trained hundreds of U.S. Special Operations personnel operating in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Libya, Yemen and sub-Saharan Africa in terrorism intelligence. An internationally recognized expert, author,
consultant, and scholar on the al-Qaeda global terrorist organization, terror-based insurgencies, jihadist
philosophy and tactics, and counter-extremist ideology and strategies he provides regular commentary for the
global media including the BBC, CNN, MSNBC, FOX News, and lectures for the International Spy
Museum. He lives and works between the Middle East and his home in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

The event that you get from Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A Practitioner's Manual for Predicting and
Identifying Terrorist Activities, Third Edition is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside
the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but
Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A Practitioner's Manual for Predicting and Identifying Terrorist Activities,
Third Edition giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A Practitioner's Manual for Predicting and Identifying Terrorist
Activities, Third Edition instantly.

Katherine Belcher:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer could be Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A Practitioner's Manual for Predicting and
Identifying Terrorist Activities, Third Edition why because the amazing cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jay Blanchard:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books



in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A Practitioner's Manual
for Predicting and Identifying Terrorist Activities, Third Edition. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Guillermo Behler:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Terrorist Recognition Handbook: A Practitioner's Manual for Predicting and
Identifying Terrorist Activities, Third Edition was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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