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Far more daring and truthful than any of her other novels, The North China Lover
is a fascinating retelling of the dramatic experiences of Duras’s adolescence that
shaped her most famous work. Initially conceived as notes toward a screenplay
for The Lover, this later novel, written toward the end of her life, emphasizes the
tougher aspects of her youth in Indochina and possesses the intimate feel of a
documentary.

Both shocking and enthralling, the story Duras tells is “so powerfully imagined
(or remembered) that it . . . lingers like a strong perfume” (Publishers Weekly).
Hailed by the French critics as a return to “the Duras of the great books and the
great days,” it is a mature and complex rendering of a formative period in the
author’s life.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Hailed in France as "an incomparable pleasure," Marguerite Duras's 1991 novel is a spare, beautiful retelling
of the dramatic experiences of her own adolescence. More daring and truthful than any book she wrote
previously -- including The Lover, it emphasizes the realities of her youth in Indochina and reveals much
that her earlier works concealed.

From Publishers Weekly
The veteran French author, who scored a considerable success with The Lover, here zeroes in much more
closely on the passionate affair between her young self, a French teenager at a school in Indo-China in the
early 1930s, and the spoiled young son of a Chinese millionaire. Beginning as bare notes toward a film script
(Duras wrote the script for Hiroshima, Mon Amour), the story quickly takes on its own intense, exotic flavor.
The febrile sexuality of the young girls at the school, the languid emotionalism of the Chinese lover, the
splendid cars, the melancholy American dance music, the open roads across the rice paddies under wide
rainy skies, the cinemas and nightclubs, and finally the ocean liner that takes her tragic family back to
F'rance-Duras evokes all this with the utmost economy but the most telling atmospheric force. No doubt her
lean, haunting prose reads even more beautifully in the original French, but Duras's story is so powerfully
imagined (or remembered) that its blend of passion and cynicism lingers like a strong perfume. Irresistible
for grownup romantics.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
An original and powerful book, with the brutal honesty of a black-and-white documentary. -- Chicago
Tribune

The North China Lover sends a strange thrill through you. . . There is a strangeness in [this] novel that is its
own, a quality that keep[s] this story from being reduced, and in the end makes it, for all its brevity,
immense. -- New York Times Book Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Madeline Williams:

This The North China Lover: A Novel are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The reason why of this The North China Lover: A Novel can be one of the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The North China Lover: A Novel
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Deborah Hart:

The book The North China Lover: A Novel has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get
a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior
to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this
book.

John Minnis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The North China Lover: A Novel book written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The North China Lover: A Novel as good book not simply by
the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Verna Hibbard:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The North China Lover: A
Novel to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and study it.
Beside that the book The North China Lover: A Novel can to be your friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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