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This well-received textbook has been designed by a team of experts for
introductory courses in astronomy and astrophysics. Starting with a detailed
discussion of our Galaxy, the Milky Way, it goes on to give a general
introduction to normal and active galaxies including models for their formation
and evolution. The second part of the book provides an overview of cosmological
models, discussing the Big Bang, dark energy and the expansion of the Universe.
This second edition has been updated to reflect the latest developments and
observations, while still probing the unresolved questions at the forefront of
research. It contains numerous learning features such as boxed summaries,
exercises with full solutions, a glossary and a supporting website hosting further
teaching materials. Written in an accessible style that avoids complex
mathematics, and illustrated in colour throughout, this text is suitable for self-
study and will appeal to amateur astronomers as well as students.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An Introduction to Galaxies and Cosmology is an impressive textbook. I found the presentation to be
accessible to a wide variety of students, yet comprehensive and very up to date. The relevant mathematics
and physics are introduced clearly and gently; advanced topics are explained in a pedagogically effective
manner. The style of presentation will attract and sustain the interest of a broad spectrum of readers; it
involves them in the drama of search, discovery and the emergence of new mysteries."
Robert Wagoner, Stanford University

"My first impression of this book is how visually beautiful it is! But the beauty is not just skin deep. The
authors give an appealing introduction to the subject at a level that is comprehensible to anyone with first-
year university physics and astronomy courses ... A very helpful aid to learning the material [is] the
numerous questions provided. The questions make the reader reflect, repeat and review, which makes for an
excellent learning environment ... In summary, this book can be highly recommended as a lucid and readable
introduction to the subjects of galaxies and cosmology."
Stanley Yen, Physics in Canada

"This book aims to provide an introduction to extragalactic astronomy and cosmology at undergraduate level
... The discussion is reinforced throughout by both clear technical diagrams and beautiful images of galaxies.
The authors have succeeded in their goal of finding a presentation style which ensures accessibility ... [they]
urge active learning, some ideas being raised in question and answer fashion, encouraging the reader to
consider the relevant physics before reading the answer. Each chapter also has numerous exercises, with full
solutions at the back. I would recommend this book to any amateur with basic scientific grounding who
seeks to learn more about the physics of deep sky objects. It is loaded with factual information, and produced
to a high standard of accuracy and clarity throughout."
Dominic Ford, Journal of the British Astronomical Association

"I wholeheartedly recommend this excellent book to anyone interested in a detailed introduction to galaxies
and cosmology, from the Milky Way to the multiverse."
Phillip Helbig, The Observatory

About the Author
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physics education.

Stephen Serjeant is a Reader in Cosmology at The Open University. He co-leads the active galaxies science
theme of the ATLAS Key Project on the Herschel Space Observatory and leads Herschel's legacy survey at
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Celina Ziolkowski:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled An Introduction to Galaxies and Cosmology. Try to the
actual book An Introduction to Galaxies and Cosmology as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Claudine Currie:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
An Introduction to Galaxies and Cosmology, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Bernice Mignone:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is An Introduction to Galaxies and Cosmology.

Katrice Fredericksen:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book An Introduction to Galaxies and Cosmology
was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book An Introduction to Galaxies and
Cosmology has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try
to like reading this.
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